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| proceeded to the consideration of the resolution 
i from the House fixing the time for the adjourn- 





in cool weather than in the hot months. 
Mr. BUTLER was opposed to meeting in Octo- 
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ber. October and November were the months in 
which the presence of southern members at home 
was particularly required. He desired to get 
through the business of Congressnow. The close 
of the war would render it necessary to adopt 
measures for the government of the new territory. 
There were measures which he desired to see acted 
on before the Presidential election took place, as 
he desired to see his way very clear, before he ad- 
vised his constituents to vote one way or the other. 
At present, he admitted himself to be pretty much 
sneoncerned about the result. 

Mr. ATHERTON referred to the business 
which remained undone, and expressed his belief 


that we might get through the business during the ! 


month of July. A summer session he regarded as 
more healthy than a winter session. It was im- 
yortant, in his opinion, that we should retain the 
louse resolution a little longer, until we can see 
whether it is practicable to adjourn on the day 
named. We may be able to get through earlier, 
or by the last day of July. 

Mr. BRIGHT moved to amend the resolution 
of the House by inserting the 31st of July. If 
there was to be more debate, he would eall for the 
special order. 

Mr. FOOTE said it would be unfair to the able 
tacticians of the Whig party to suppose that they 
would attempt to meet the opposite party on fair 
grounds in the contest which was about to take 
place. Tle expressed his belief that as it was 
formerly the policy of the Whigs to be all things 
to all men to gain converts—to spread out their 
net to catch birds of every feather—he presumed 
that the same policy was now to be resumed. He 
was disposed to resist any adjournment until Sen- 
ators on the other side were compelled to show 
their hands. 

Mr. MANGUM said he did not very well 
understand the Senator’s reference to measures 
which he supposed the Whigs would not desire to 
meet. For himself, he would say that he was 
ready to meet any question which might come up, 
and he believed he might say that his friends 
around him held the same views. He admitted 
that the Whigs had sproad their net, and that they 
expected to draw up from the great deep a good 
many fishes which do not belong to the Whig 
party. He thought it was the peculiar duty of 
Senators to do the public business. It was very 
inconvenient for him to come here in the early au- 
tumn. He thought we might get through the busi- 
ness by the first of August. He desired to post- 
pone the further consideration of the resolution for 
a week. He would move to postpone the resolu- 
tion until Wednesday next. 

Mr. M. withdrew his motion, 

Mr. BRADBURY expressed a hope that the 


resolution of the House would be so amended as | 


to fix the 31st of July, before the amendment of 
the Senator from North Carolina (Mr. Bapcer] 
was acted on. 

Mr. BADGER was entirely willing to take that 
course, 

Mr. FOOTE had no doubt that the Senator from 
North Carolina spoke correctly when he referred 
to his own willingness to meet every question. 
The remark of that Senator, that the Whig net 
would be thrown out to catch every description of 
fish, was rather a fishy one. He referred to the 
proceedings of the Philadelphia Convention, sitting 
publicly all day, and talking together all night, yet 
separating without adopting any resolution declar- 
atory of any political principles whatever. There 
were birds of every feather there—blue-light Fed- 
eralists, no-territory men, abolitionists, &e. Why 
were not those subjects discussed, and made the 
basis of adeclaration? He said that he had a great 
number of Whig newspapers marked, from the 
North, in which the editors had all taken the Wi!- 
mot proviso ground, while the Southern Whigs 
took the opposite ground. He then proceeded to 
detail the course taken by the Whigs in Massa- 
shusetts and other places, and to descant on the 
political characters of prominent Whigs, and on 
the opinions attributed to General Taylor. He 
referred to the declaration of Abbot Lawrence, that 
General Taylor was as much a Whig as he was: 
and said it would be hard to make any intelligent 
citizen of Mississippi believe that General Taylor 
was an Abbot Lawrence Whig. He desired that 
Congress should not adjourn until the question 
should be met ~" *" 4elphia Convention 


had not da~ anxious that the 


Whigs should show their hands at once. He al- | 


leged that the candidate on the Whig ticket for the 
Vice Presidency went further in his sentiments 
than the Wilmot proviso, and was certainly the 
author of the tariff of 1828. 

Mr. MANGUM said he had no intention to 
commence this debate, nor was he disposed to ex- 
tend it. There were some remarks made by the 
Senator from Mississippi, however, which called 
for some reply. Who brought up this question 
to-day? The Senator from Missouri, who certain- 
ly could not be suspected of being a Whig. Yet 
it was charged that the Whigs desired an early 
adjournment, in order to evade the discussion of 
certain questions. It was charged that the Phila- 
delphia Convention exhibited a congregation of 
birds of every feather. Atthe Baltimore Conven- 
tion, also, there were the streaked and ringtailed 
of every description. As to the principles of the 
great Conservative Whig party, they were too well 


known everywhere to require to be exhibited ona | 
It was not necessary for them every six || 


platform. 
months to avow what their principles are. It was 
not necessary to enlist every penny paper in the 
Union to expound them. He referred to the ques- 
tions put to General Cass at Cleveland, Ohio, as 
to his opinions on internal improvements and the 
Wilmot proviso, and to the sudden manner in 
which he lost his voice when expected to reply. 
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was backward in expressing them on this 
Did he ever betray any want of boldness? He jy, 
sat next to him in this Chamber, and could be re 
testimony to his boldness on every occasion Dia 
he hesitate to express his views as to revolution. 
ized France? Did he hesitate to unfold his oo 
as to emancipated Italy? On any question of jm 
portance, had he not acted boldly and withou: 
hesitation? He vindicated General Cass for at 
answering every impertinent question propounc, d 
to him—for not following the example of the Whi» 
candidate, who answered every question. 4, 
appealed to Senators on the Whig side of the 
Chamber to say if General Taylor had written all 
the letters which are in circulation with his hatne 
affixed to them. He had the strongest circum 


OOr? 


stantial evidence that General Taylor was not th» 


author of all these letters. Some of them wor 
written with so much grammatical inaccuracy yg 


/to show an entire ignorance of the elements ,¢ 


education, Others were written with a gramyari. 
cal accuracy, a logical precision, and a skill, which 
exhibited the practical statesman. Whoever had 


| written the latter would not have been such a foo} 


as to write the former. 
He then proceeded to speak of the death of 
Cxsar—the destruction of Henry Clay, who was 


_ the embodiment of Whigery, who had stood by the 


He adverted also to the harmony of the Democrats | 


in New York, and to the sentiments avowed in 
Charleston, South Carolina. He admitted that the 
Whigs had taken a candidate pretty much on trust, 
but he thought General Taylor was none the worse 


because he had not mingled in the arena of party || 


politics. He did not know that General Taylor 
was a Wilmot proviso man. He did not know 
whether his Whigery was as good as that of Ab- 
bot Lawrence. He was willing to trust the South 
in the hands of General Taylor, believing that he 


would not be found in the hands of party tacticians, | 


but would act on his own strong sense. He be- 
lieved it not necessary to say that Millard Fillmore 
was a sound Whig, and had been a very useful 
member of Congress. He concluded with stating 
that although there might be some novelty and 


irregularity in this mode of introducing this sub- | 
ject, he was not sorry that his friend from Missis- 


sippi had thought proper to bring it forward. 
Mr. FOOTE replied, stating that the sun of 


Whigery, which had been described as shining | 


with such a cheering, and beneficent, and unmis- 
takable light, sometimes shone darkly. It had 
been alleged that Whig principles were every where 
known and understood. He confessed that he had 
hitherto been extremely ignorant on this point. 


| That great man was no more, 


principles of the party through every scene of cond 
and evil, whose voice had controlled the Senate. 
Carthago Suit. 
Clay is stabbed—stabbed by his own friends—de- 
serted for General Taylor. He was opposed to 


| adjourning until the great questions pending in the 


Senate were disposed of—until this image of con- 
servatism was shivered by the sledge-hammer of 
truth. 

Mr. MILLER had hoped the question of adjourn- 


/ment would have been discussed without bringing 
| into it a discussion on the Presidential election, and 
_all the questions connected with it. The Senator 
| was unwilling to adjourn until the Whig party 
| should be brought out on certain points. He prob- 


ably would prolong the session until he supposed 
it would be entitled to the name of the second Long 
Parliament. He then stated, that when the two- 
million bill, in 1846, was brought to the Senate with 


‘| the Wilmot proviso, from the House, and was 


He was desirous to Le instructed, and he was will- || 


ing to put himself under the tuition of the Senator 
from North Carolina. 
*¢ Delightful task! to rear the infant mind, 
And teach the young idea how to shoot.”? 

He wished to begin by learning whether all the 
old issues of the W hig party were to be abandoned. 
Would General Taylor advise the revival of a na- 
tional bank? Would he go foran enlarged system 
of internal improvement, for a high tariff, for the 
independent treasury? Would he interpose his 
veto on the Wilmot proviso? He expressed his 
suspicion that General Taylor is a Wilmot-proviso 
man. It had been so charged on him, and he had 
never, to this day, given the charge adenial. The 
people do not know what are the opinions of Gen- 
eral Taylor on this subject; and they are entitled 
to know them, and will know them. 


Sut the Whigs, it is alleged, are conservative, | 
| Thisisa word of many or 


In what way are 
they conservative? 


&e.? 
Taylor had become acquainted with all the sinu- 
osities of the Whig principles all at once. A little 


The devils in hell were sent | 
there to dwell in never-wasting fire, that they might || 
be conserved there for eternal punishment. There | 
might be conservative for evil as well as for good. | 
Did they propose to conserve a national bank, | 
It was to be supposed, then, that General | 


| while ago he was not at all conversant with party | 


politics; and now he understands all the differences 
which are to be found in Whig opeiens, His skill 
in acquiring knowledge exceede 


that of any other | 


} 


individual on record. The amount of the speech | 


of the Senator from North Carolina was praise of | 


the patriotism and honesty of General Taylor. 


And did the Senator from North Carolina pre- | 


tend to say that the standard-bearer of the Demo- 
cratic party ever concealed his opinions, or ever 


| 
} 
| 
i} 
} 
| 
i] 
tt 
i 


| put in relation to General Taylor. 


defeated by Mr. Davis, of Massachusetts, speak- 


ing to the hour of adjournment, Mr. Cass after- 
wards went over to the Whig side of the Chamber, 
and complained, in terms somewhat discourteous, 
that Mr. Davis, by his speech, had defeated the 


| bill, as he (Mr. Cass) had determined to vote for 
| the Wilmot proviso. 
| travelled to the North with Mr. Cass, that gentle- 


Then, when he (Mr. M.) 


man held the same language. At the next session, 
to his surprise, Mr. Cass voted against the proviso, 
on the ground of the unfitness of the time for in- 
serting it. How, then, does the standard-bearer 
of Democracy stand as to the Wilmot proviso? 
He would not have adverted to this, but for the 
questions which the Senator from Mississippi had 
Had General 
Taylor not been a Whig, he would have been the 
candidate of the Democratic party, and the same 
eulogy this day pronounced on Mr. Clay would 
have been uttered in reference to the present can- 
didate of the Democratic party. He anticipated 
the triumph of the Whig party under the standard 
of General Taylor. : 

Mr. FOOTE, Mr. MILLER, and Mr. MAN- 
GUM made long explanations; when 

Mr. BUTLER suggested the inconvenience and 
personal injury to which Senators were subjected 


by sitting here so many hours during this intense 


heat. Every one was exhausted; and he would 
therefore move that the Senate now adjourn. 
The question was put, and decided in the affirm- 
ative; and 
The Senate adjourned. 
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The SPEAKER, having recovered from his re- 
cent attack of illness, resumed the duties of the 
chair this day. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. CONGER, from the Committee on Printing; 
to which was referred the resolution relative to the 
printing of ten thousand extra copies of Executive 
d 


ocument No. 62, as corrected, being a report of 


the number of United States troops engaged in the 
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war with Mexico, &c., reported the following res- 
sjution, Which was read and agreed to: | 

Resolved, That extra copies of said document be not 
ninted. 

On motion of Mr. CABELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a port of entry 
nd delivery at Chessahowiska, Barton county, East Florida, 
and that they report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. ROCKWELL moved that the House re- 
colve itself into Committee of the Whole on the | 
nrivate calendar, This being objection day, he 
\ ned the motion would be agreed to. 
~ Mr. GOGGIN desired the House to act upon | 
the bill for the renewal of the contract for carrying 
the mail to Richmond. | 

Mr. WHITE moved that the House receive 
reports from committees for one hour. 

Mr. FARAN inquired what course the chairman 
of the committee intended to pursue in relation to 
the business of the House. 

Mr. VINTON said he understood this was ob- | 
section day, and therefore, though he was desirous | 
‘0 ra) forward with the civil and diplomatic bill, it 
was not his intention to make a motion to that 
effect until the private calendar had been called 
through. 

Mr. COBB said the Committee on Territories , 
had determined unanimously to ask the House to | 
take up the Oregon bill, and he hoped that the 
House would go into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union thereon. 

A conversation ensued as to the position of that | 
pill, in which the SPEAKER, Mr. COBB, and 
others participated. 

Mr. COBB moved that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union, with the avowed intention of moving to take | 


up the Oregon bill, 
Mr. VINTON said, if the House should go 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union, he should insist upon the civil and diplo- 


matic bill being taken up. 


Mr. HUNT gave notice, that if the motion of | 
the gentleman from Georgia should fail, he should | 


move to call for reports from committees. 


Mr. COBB called for the yeas and nays on his | 
motion, and they were ordered, and resulted as | 


follows: Yeas 74, nays 98. 
So the House refused to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HUNT moved that the committees be called 
for one hour for the reports that would not give rise 
todebate. Agreed to. 


Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill for the payment of out- 


standing loan office and final settlement certificates | 
issued, for money loaned, or for services or sup- | 


plies during the revolutionary war. Read and 
committed, 


Mr. VINTON, from the same committee, re- | 


ported a resolution to close all debate in Committee 


of the Whole on the state of the Union on Monday | 


next, at two o’clock p. m., on the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill. 


Mr. BOWLIN moved to amend the resolution || 
so as to make it read Monday week at two o’clock | 


p.m. 
Which was agreed to, and the resolution as 
amended was then agreed to. 


Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee of Claims, || 


reported a bill for the benefit of the legal represent- 
atives of James C. Watson, of Georgia. Read 
and committed. 

Mr. CROWELL, in behalf of the minority of 
the same committee, made a report containing the 
views of the minority on the petition of the legal 
representatives of James C. Watson, of Georgia. 
a to the Committee of the Whole with 
the bill, 

Mr. THOMAS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of John F. Ohl. Read 
and committed. . 

Mr. CROWELL, from the same committee, 
reported bills for the relief of Thomas L. Judge 
and for the relief of Satterlee Clarke. Read and 
committed, 


Also, from the same committee, made an adverse 


report on the petition of William Armstrong. Laid | 


on the table. 

On motion of Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecti- 
cut, the Senate bill for the relief of Jose Argote 
Villalobos, Marie Rose, Frangois Felix, Marquis 


|| 4, Resolved, That it would be inexpedient, and contrary to 


| duties may he levied. 
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de Fougeres, or their heirs or legal representatives, Mr. SIMS reminded the Chair that the gentle- 
was taken from the calendar and referred to the | man from New York had not called the previous 
Committee of Claims. question on all the resolutions he had reported, but 
Mr. FLOURNOY, from the same committee, had excepted some. Those excepted by him, Mr. 
reported a bill for the relief of the Union Bank of | S. desired to debate. 
Florida. Read and committed. Mr. HUNT said he had at first moved the pre- 
HARBOR AND RIVER IMPROVEMENTS. et ee on anime po veccypen - pra 
" ‘ . . wards been equeste ,? cep B ; 5 
Mr. HUNT, from the Committee on Commerce, ea eee ee ee 
> ee ged = said he would not object. 
to which was referred various memorials for the The CHAIR, on this statement of fact, ruled 
improvement of harbors and rivers, the message of thes the se olution sivine: ree i. Bihveie oa at hie 
° : ; = { B 3¢ ; } p B 8 
the President stating his reasons for not approving nine ee —" 
the **bill to provide for continuing certain works Ss ; ce : . : 
Se See t : So the resoluions lie over for debate. 
in the Territory of Wisconsin, and for other pur- Mr. GREG , . . . 
9 7/3 as ate Mr. GREGORY, from the Committee on Com- 
poses,’ (t.e. the river and harbor bill,) and the Ki . . 
ie ghar peal oe ces “ . merce, reported a bill for the relief of Lewis H. 
memorial of the Chicago Convention of July 5, B rope : 
1847 d : Ps : sates and William Lacon. Read and committed. 
»made a report thereon, accompanied by the Mr. f TON. of 
following resolutions: | Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania, from the 
oNOwiINg resolutions: || same committ ted a bill for the relief of 
i . F 3 . - ; ; 8! » ( “eC > ) Y ) a ) 
Resolved, That the Constitution of the United States vests Willi: Mil % i . bea ; “ Pe sd ae 
| in Congress the power to appropriate money to open and illiam Milford, Xead and committed, 
improve harbors, and remove obstructions from navigable Mr. GRINNELL, from the same committee, 
sivers, in all cases where suct improvements are necessary | reported a bill to authorize the issuing of a register 
to the protection and facility of commerce with foreign na- » se , > hi , ‘ j 
tions or the commerce among the States. , oe i vo r James, which was read twice, and 
2. Resolved, That the interests of our national commerce, ordered to e engrossed; and, being engrossed, 
the common defence, and general welfare of the United || Was read a third time and passed, and sent to the 
States require a judicious exercise of the foregoing powers. | Senate for concurrence. 


3. Resolved, That the reasons assigned by the President | . i 
ea : ee eee eee Also, fron > same j 
in his veto message of December 15, 1847, for his refusal to Als ’ n the same committee, to w hom was 


| approve and sign the bill passed March 3, 1847, making ap- | referred House bill to transfer the towns of Vinal- 


propriations for the improvement of certain harbors and |; haven, North Haven, and Isleboro’, from the col- 
rivers, are deemed insufficient and unsatisfactory. lection district of Penobscot to that of Belfast, in 
| the principles of the Constitution, to give the general con- the State of Maine, reported the ones back to the 
sent of Congress, in advance of legislation by the States, to |, House, without amendment, and it was left on the 
the imposition of tonnage duties by the several States as a || Speaker’s table. 
means of improving the ports and harbors at which such Mr. COLLAM ER, from the Committee on Pub- 
5. Resolved, That the report of the Committee on Com- lic Lands, to whom were referred various memo- 
| merce on the memorial of the Chicago Convention, respect- |, Tals and petitions on the subject, made a report on 
ing harbor and river improvements, the President’s message || the reduction and graduation of the price of the 
Sema tote Sine canine aden mene, public lands. Laid — the table. 
|| with the minority report on the same subject, be printed, Mr. McCLERNANDsaid, when he should have 
| and that the Committee on Printing be directed to inquire || 8M opportunity to examine the majority report made 
|| into the expediency of printing extra copies of said report. || by the gentleman from Vermont, he might deem it 
Mr. H. stated that the gentleman from South || proper to submit a report, if time should allow, 
Carolina, [Mr. Simpson,] a member of the Com- |) dissenting from that of the majority. If the report 
mittee on Commerce, would, at an early day, sub- || made was adverse to graduation, of course his con- 
mit a report containing the views of the minority of |, victions would not allow him to approve it. 
that committee on the improvement of rivers and || On motion of Mr. DUNCAN, of Kentucky, the 
harbors. || Committee on Printing were directed to inquire 
Mr. H. moved the previous question on the || into the expediency of printing 10,000 extra copies 
|| resolutions. '| of Mr. Cottamer’s report. 
|| Mr. COBB, of Georgia, raised a question of | On motion of Mr. COLLAMER, the Commit- 
|| order. The House had agreed to receive such || tee on the Public Lands were discharged from the 
| reports and resolutions as would give rise to no || resolution in relation to amending the 9th section 
debate. It was with this clear understanding that || of the act to raise, for a limited time, an additional 
| 


the assent of the House had been asked and || military force, and for other purposes; the resolu- 
obtained. To call the previous question on these || tion of the House of 13th March last in relation to 
resolutions was a plain, unequivocal violation of | receiving military bounty land warrants in pay- 
| the general understanding under which the [louse || ment for lands by persons holding préemption 
|| had acted. He trusted the Chair would not en- rights; and a resolution of same date for receiving 
|| tertain the motion for the previous question, if || bounty land warrants in payment of preémption 
\| the Chair considered it, as he did, a palpable || claima on the Miami lands. Also, from the joint 
|| violation of good faith. The gentleman from New || resolution of the Leyislature of Indiana, in relauion 
|| York knew, as well as he did, that it was only || to the postponement of the sales of the Miami re- 
|| with that understanding that consent was given. || serve lands, and from various joint resolutions of 
|| And now, by thrusting on the House a motion for || the same Legislature in relation to the reduction of 
|| the previous question, was he to force gentlemen || the price of the public lands; in relation to bounty 
|| on Mr. C.’s side of the House to vote on resolu- || land warrants; in relation to the location of bounty 
|| tions which they had never seen or considered, || land warrants; in relation to the location of bounty 
|| and which they ae not even heard but as read || land warrants on the Miami reserve lands; in rela- 
from the Clerk’s desk? || tion to the reduction of the price of the Miami 
Mr. McLANE inquired whether Mr. Coz had | reserve lands to $1 25 per acre; in relation to vol- 
| not objected to these resolutions as soon as they | unteers who have settled on the Miami lands; from 
| were offered, as likely to lead to debate? '| the petition of citizens for the postponement of sale 
Mr. COBB said he had risen to do so, but before || of Miami lands; from the petition of Protestant 
he could get a moment to state his objection, the || University for a donation of land; and they were 
previous question was sprung upon the House. || laid on the table. } 
The CHAIR decided that it was not competent || Mr. COLLAMER, from the Committee on the 
'| for the Chair to rule out a report regularly made, || Public Lands, reported a bill supplemental to an 
as this had been; but if it led to debate, it would || act entitled * An act to appropriate the proceeds of 
go over, had not the previous question been called. || the sales of the public lands, and to grant preémp- 
The question had frequently been raised, and as || tion rights.”” Read and committed. 
often decided, that a member had a rightto move || Also, from the same committee, a re ort on the 
the previous question in such a case, and the House, || subject of the resolution of the 9th of March last, 
if it so pleased, to sustain the call. Whatever || in relation to repealing and amending the laws 
might be the personal opinion of the Chair on the |) relating to the public lands. Laid on the table. 
motion under existing circumstances, if it was |, Also, from the same committee, to which was 
made, the Chair was bound to receive it, The | referred Senate bill — to the State of Illinois 
Chair could recognize no informal agreements or || the right of way and a donation of public land for 
understandings among the members of the House. || making a railroad connecting the Upper and Lower 
After some further remarks on the question of || Mississippi with the chain of the northern lakes at 
order by Mr, HOUSTON, of Alabama— || Chicago, reported the same back to the House 
Mr. COBB took an appeal from the decision of | without amendment, and the bill was left on the 
the Chair, and he again stated his point of order. || Speaker’s table. 
The CHAIR repeated its decision, and the ques- | On motion of Mr. COLLAMER, the Committee 
tion was about to be taken on sustaining the Chair; || on Public Lands was discharged from the resolu- 
1 when— tions of the Legislature of Kentucky, concerning 
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the Mobile and Ohio Railroad Company, and also 
resolutions relative to Whitney’s plan of a railroad 
fromm Lake Michigan to the Pacific; and they were 
laid on the table. 

Mr. COLLAMER also, from the same commit- 
tee, to which was referred the bill of the House to 
grant preémption nghts for certarn islands in the 
Creat Miami Reserve, reported the same back to 
the House without amendment. 

The bill having been previously read twice, the 
question was stated on the passage of the bill; 
when— 

Mr. SAWYER objecting, the bill was laid over. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill granting a half section of 
land for the use of schools within fractional town- 
ship nineteen south, of range eighteen west, in the 
county of Lowndes, State of Mississippi. 

The bill was read twice; when— 

Mr. FEATHERSTON moved to strike out the 
second section; which giving rise to debate, the 
bill WAS lard over 

Mr. DUNCAN, of Kentucky, from the same 
committee, io which was referred a joint resolution 
relating to errors and defective returns in certain 
surveys, plats, and field-notes, reported the same 
without amendment. Committed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred Senate bill respecting certain surveys in 
the State of Florida, reported the same back to the 
HIouse with an amendment. 

The amendment was read and acreed to, and the 
bill was then read a third time and passed, and 
returned to the Senate. 

Mr. GOGGIN, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill further to 
amend the act entitled **An act to reduce the rates 
of postece, to limit the use and correct the abuse 
of the funking privilege, and for the prevention 
of frauds on the revenues of the Post Office De- 
partment,’’ approved 3d of March, 1845, and for 
other purposes, 


This bill provides a uniform system of postage 
of five cents on all letters not exceeding half an 


ounce in weight for all distances. 
committed, 

On motion of Mr. EMBREF, the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads was discharged 
from the petition of citizens of Jackson county, 
Florida, for the release of judgment in favor of the 
United States arainst the estate of Charles Ma- 
thews and Isaac L. Battle, deceased; and the same 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL, from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, reported a bill concerning 


the taking of official oaths in the District of Co- 
lumbia,. 


It was read and 


This bill was read three times and passed. 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the last named bill 
was passed. The motion to reconsider lays over. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL also, from the same 
committee, reported a bill for giving fall effect to 
treaties of extradition. 

The bill was read a first and second time, when— 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL asked the indulgence 
of the House for a few moments while he stated 
the object of this bill, and then he hoped it would 
be the pleasure of the House to put it upon its 
passage. It was known to the House, that by 
treaty stipulations made with more than one Gov- 
ernment of Europe, we were bound to deliver up 
fugitives who have fled from justice on the com- 
mission of crime. Cases were familiar to every- 
body which showed that it was necessary to en- 
larve the facilities to comply with our obligations. 
It often happened that an individual came to this | 
country where the crime was obvious, and the ap- 
plication for the fugitive regular; but there were 
no such officers in the part of the country where 
the fugitive was found as were authorized or were 
willing to take on themselves the burden and 
weighty responsibility of issuing a warrant to arrest 
and to take the preliminary proceedings towards 
handing over the individual to the properly autho- 
rized officer. The object of this bill was to appoint | 
officers and to authorize others to carry out the 
provisions of the treaties with France and Eneland, | 
at all times, without delay and the danger of a de- 
nial of justice. It provided for the appointment of | 
commissioners, or authorized the courts of the Uni- 
ted States to appoint commissioners to take the 
preliminary steps, and to procure the authority of 
the Secretary of State, to whom the treaties give 


ME. 







authority to deliver up fugitives to foreign coun- 


tries, for the accomplishment of the desired object. 
If the House would pass this bill, it would be to 
the Government a matter of gratification. The 
Secretary of State desired itto pass. He had had 
a correspondence with the chargé of the British 
Government on the subject, and he desired it to 
pass; and by Canada and France the passage of 
this bill would be looked upon as an act of great 
propriety. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed, 
and sent to the Senate. 

Mr. POLLOCK, from the select committee to 
whom were referred the various memorials, &c., 
on the project of a railroad from Lake Michigan to 
the Pacifie on the plan of A. Whitney, made a re- 
port to accompany the bill he reported some time 
since. Laid on the table. 

The hour allotted to reports from committees 
having expired— 

The House, on motion of Mr. ROCKWELL, 
of Connecticut, resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the private calendar, (Mr. Harat- 
son, of Georgia, in the chair,) and, after devoting 
some time to the consideration thereof— 

Mr. MORRIS moved that the committee rise; 
and, on a division being had, a quorum did not 
vote, 

The roll was called in compliance with the rule; 
and then the committee rose and reported the bill 
to incorporate the Washington Gas-light Compa- 
ny, with an amendment; and bills for the reliet of 
Dr. Adolphus Wislizenus, for the relief of Wil- 
liam Parker, and for the relief of Joshua Barney, 
United States agent, severally, without amendment; 
and that, on a division of the committee on a mo- 
tion that the committee rise, a quorum did not 
vote; and the roll was accordingly called, in com- 
pliance with the rule. 

A quorum having appeared, the committee re- 
sumed its session. 

The question was again stated on the motion 
that the committee rise, and there were ayes 71, 
noes 6x, 

The committee accordingly rose. 


The House then proceeded to consider the bills 


j 


| tives of William A. Slacum. 


| tion be laid on the table. 
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A bill for the relief of the personal 


representa. 

The joint resolution of the Senate authorizing 
the presentation to the Government of France of, 
series of the standard weights and measures of the 
United States, was read a first and second time 
No motion to commit being made— ” 
_ Phe question was stated, Shall the joint reso}, 
tion pass ? Pt 

Mr. BOWLIN moved that the said joint resoly. 
Rejected. 

The joint resolution was then read the thirg 
time, passed, and returned to the Senate. 


SOUTHERN MAIL. 

The joint resolution of the Senate providing for 
the restoration of the southern mail to the railroad 
and steamboat line, having been reported to the 
House by the Speaker, and the question being 
a motion to refer it to the Committee on the Pos: 


| Office and Post Roads— 


just reported by the Committee of the Whole, | 


when the said bills were severally ordered to be 
engrossed, and, being engrossed, were read a third 
time and passed, and sent to the Senate for con- 
currence. 


On motion of Mr. HARALSON, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire what further legislation may be neces- 
sary more effectually to provide against the frauds practised 
upon the soldiersof the Mexican war, andto secure to them 
the land warrants or treasury scrip to which they are enti- 
tied for their services; and that said committee report by 
bill or otherwise. 


proceeded to the consideration of the business on 
the Speaker’s table. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 


lowing communications: 


A letter from the Comptroller of the Treasury, | 
transmitting statements of the accounts which | 


have remained due more than three years prior to 
the Ist of July, 1847. Laid on the table. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
mitting, in answer to a resolution of the House of 
May 29, 1848, a statement showing the number 
of persons of all descriptions employed in the naval 
and marine service on the 13th of May, 1846, and 
the number who have entered said service since that 
period. Laid on the table. 

A letter from the Committee of Arrangements 
of the Washington National Monument Associa- 


tion, mviting the Speaker, members, and officers of || acter, has certainly made no unfavorable impres- 
| the House of Representatives, to be present at the 


ceremony of laying the corner-stone of the Wash- 
ington Monument on the 4th day of July next. 

On motion of Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecti- 
cut, the said invitation was accepted. 


The following Senate bills were taken up, read, 
and appropriately referred: 

A bill to divide the district of Arkansas into two 
judicial districts, 

A bill concerning testimony. 


A bill to change the time of holding the terms of | 


the circuit court of the United States in the district 
of Maine. 


A bill for the relief of the Society for the Reform- 


ation of Juvenile Delinquents in the City of New || 


York. 


Mr. GOGGIN, who was entitled to the floor 
said he hoped no obstacle would be thrown in the 
way of the passage of the joint resolution, which 
was the same he had introduced in the early part 


|| of the session, and which had for its object the 


| arrangement also contemplated Z the resolution 


of his colleague, [Mr. Borrs,] then introduced, 
The gentleman from Tennessee, however, [Mr. 
Jones,] had said yesterday it was his intention to 


| move to lay this bill on the table, and Mr. G. there- 
fore hoped he should be permitted to make some 


| free discussion. 
| now by no means short session, during which the 


explanation of its provisions. 

‘The measure (said Mr. G.) now comes before us, 
not only recommended by its own intrinsic merits, 
as it did when first introduced, but also by a vote of 
the Senate, which had passed it, after a full and 
With al} the experience of this 


present wretched mail arrangement has been suf- 
fered to continue—with a full knowledge of all the 


| facts—that body had taken up this subject, and 


| asa sectional or a party one. 


_ their support to it. 


have thrown off all the trammels of party or of 
prejudice, and had resolved that the people should 
have those accommodations in the way of mail 
facilities whieh they now asked should be given 
them by this House also. 

Mr. G. said the vote of the Senate clearly showed 
that this measure had not been pressed or adopted 
Men of all parties, 
and from every portion of the Union, had given 
He should not urge the meas- 
ure as one in which Virginia alone was concerned, 


/ nor as one which challenged the respect only of 


| southern members. 


It was a measure in which 
the North as well as the South—Pennsylvania as 


| well as Virginia, New York as well as South Car- 


olina—the whole East, West, North, and South 


On motion of Mr. KAUFMAN, the House || Were concerned. This great mail line supplied, as 


was well known, all the lateral lines on the sea- 


| board, and extended its branches even to and be- 


yond the mountains. Just as this mail line, then, 


| was affected by a delay of any length of time, so 


were affected many other routes, in all. portions of 
the country. He trusted, then, he should have 
the aid of all on that floor who felt an interest in 


| the speedy transmission of intelligence to every 


portion of the Union; and he appealed to both sides 
of the House to unite and ratify what the Senate 
had asked them by its vote to do. Certainly, he 
should not attempt to cast any imputations of a 
dereliction of duty on the part of the Postmaster 
General, of whom he would say, and he took pleas- 


| ure in doing so, that he had no doubt his course 
was influenced by the convictions of duty; and 


(said Mr. G.) that officer, in all my intercourse 
with him during this session, in his official char- 


| sion on me, however he (Mr. G.) might differ, as 


he often did differ with him, in his views. He 


believed he was actuated by honest but by mista- 


ken notions of his duty and of the law he was 


| called on to administer. 


The object of this bill is simply to restore (said 
Mr. G.) the mail to the railroad and steamboat 
line from this to the city of Richmond, by which 
it was sent, until December last, a distance of one 
hundred and thirty miles in nine hours for $32,252 

erannum. It is now sent from Washington to 
ltimore, in the first place, where it lies about 
seventeen hours; it is then sent down the bay to 
Hampton Roads, where it is transhipped to two 
other vessels, and sent up the rivers (the James 
and the Appomattox) to Richmond and Petersburg, 
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, distance from Baltimore of three hundred and 
<oy miles more; making in the whdle circuit near 
red hundred miles, at a cost of $34,000, in about 
thirty hours! This cost, too, (saul Mr. G.,) is 
elusive of the supply of the locg! mail in the 
*ghborhood and along the line of the railroad, | 
which is now effected by means of two-horse carts, 
my colleague, Mr. Borrts, says one-horse,) at a 
cost to the department of $13,000 more, from 
Washington to Richmond, in Virginia, in some 
cwenty-three hours, a distance of one hundred and 
thirty miles. In addition to all this increase of | 
cast, as is now shown, though Mr. Johnson had | 
cold them that by this very safe, wise, rapid, and 
sonvmical arrangement, he would be able to save 
wo the department a large sum, ($575 48!) it turns 
out that he has been compelled to add other ser- 
vice, Which has cost him the further sum of $1,950 
for the supply of the local mail from Richmond to 
Petersburg, besides the necessity which exists for 
che supply of other parts of the route at its termini, | 
and for the delivery of the mail at intermediate 
points not estimated at all, amounting in all to | 
549,407 50. The presentarrangement, then,clearly || 
subjected the mail to a most oppressive, ruinous, |, 
and unnecessary delay, and the department also || 
) a large increased cost for its transportation. || 
This should not be tolerated, whatever of personal | 
feeling may have been suffered to spring up be- | 
«ween the Postmaster General and others connected | 
with this most unfortunate controversy. Mr. G. | 
said he hoped that the members of this House | 
would act at once from their own convictions of |, 
right, rezardless of either the wishes of the depart- || 
ment, the railroad company, or of individuals and || 
members of other companies who hang around || 


this Hall, with the view, as he supposed, of influ- | 
encing the legislation of the country, because they |) 
happened to be interested to the extent of a few || 
dollars under some contract or sub-contract con- || 
nected with this subject. If such persons should || 
have any claims for damages on account of the || 
recision of the existing contracts—which, how- 
ever, he by no means admitted they would have— 
yet should they establish them under other and || 
different proceedings, by exhibiting their claims || 
and fairly referring them to a committee for a re- | 
port, he (Mr. G.) should feel inclined to listen to 
them; but this bill was no place for the insertion 
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proper exertion. Not so atthe North; for there, now is, subject to the act of 1845, to which he 
when a freeze once comes on, the navigation is would presently refer. 
closed for the season. Nor so at the South; for The Postmaster General, with these laws before 
there the freezes, if any at all, are so slight thatan him, with the acquiescence of his predecessor and 
ordinary boat can overcome them. Hence it was the approbation of Congress stamped on it, has, 
apparent why the carrying of the mail on this river | however, thought preper to put himself on a most 
(which was the route for but few passengers com- | singular decision, growing out of the action of the 
paratively, by-the-by, who aided in remunerating department in settling the meaning ef the words 
mail companies sometimes) had required some | ‘similar transportation.’’ It has been there defer- 
special legislation, as it had done before and now | mined to take the coach service, performed dn the 
did, (Mr. G. here sent to the Clerk the law, |) Cumberland road, for which is paid $190 per mile, 
which was read to the House. } as the basis, and it so happens that 29 per cent. on 
As to the railroad part of the route, (Mr. G. || this sum makes the sum of $237 50 per mile, whick 
said,) it was well known that the mail carried by |, he determines shall be the compensation in future 
it was one of the largest in the Union—the route || for all railroads of that class carrying a daily mail, 
in all respects, as a mail route, one of the first im- || This Mr. G. thought, indeed, a most singular de- 
portance. Like the steamboat route, it could not | cision, by which, when the law says you may 
subsist by the receipts it derived from passengers |, pay 8300, the Postmaster General says it means 
alone; it had been established with a view to the | $237 50. But if by the words “similar trans- 


facilities it had afforded, and was always now || portation”’, it is meant to refer a case in one part of 


ready to give, in the speedy transmission of the | the Union to what may have been the cost of a 


great mail south. Its friends had invested their || route in another, our legislators must have been 


funds in it with the assurance that it was to be | blind to all experience, and to all the history of 
used as a mail agent; it had been so employed for | mail contracts. A thousand reasons, indeed, might 
years, and the Postmaster General informs us that || operate to make the coach service higher at one 
the service had been satisfactory. Some difficulty || place than another. Is it reasonable, then, (said 
arising, however, in 1842 or 1843, about the terms | Mr. G.,) to take one asa guide for another? A 
on which the mail was to be carried, it was finally || coach with the mail in one place may be permitted to 
submitted by the Postmaster General to the de- |, travel at the rate of four miles an hour only, while 
cision of the then President of the United States, || at another it may be required to run at the rate 
(Mr. Tyler,) who awarded to the company, as || of eight miles in the same time. One may carry 
but a fair compensation for increased speed, ac- | a part only of the mail, while the other, in a dif- 
commodations, and other advantages, the sum of || ferent section, for proper reasons, may be required 
$260 per mile: thus making in the whole to the | to carry all the mail going to a particular portion of 
railroad and steamboat company the aggregate || the Union. A stage-coach may be required to 
sum already stated of $32,250, which, under the H carry passengers by the department in one portion 
law, under the award of Mr. Tyler, under the || of the country, but not in another; and such a 
sanction of Mr. Wickliffe, as well as under the || coach may in one place be required to deliver its 
sanction of the present Postmaster General, Mr. || mails in the night time, and to travel in the night 
Johnson, (who has continued to pay it,) the com- || time also, while in another part both are done in 

anies continued to receive down to the month of || the day time. All these and other causes may 

ecember last. They now ask no more; in fact, | operate against any general rule of thissort, settling 
they ask nothing, but are willing to carry the mail || the amount to be paid in this place by ascertaining 
on the same terms as heretofore, in order that the || what is paid in another. Here, however, we have 
public may be served, the department enabled to || no necessity for resorting to such a rule, for the 
do its duty, and the company absolved from all || offer made shows that ‘ similar transportation” of 
censure in regard to the whole matter. | the mail between the proper points at $28,000, 

The Postmaster General, however, no doubt | which was offered, would justly entitle these com- 
honestly thinks (said Mr. G.) that he is not autho- || panies to the sum of $35,000, when it is proposed 


of such amendments, by which the bill would be || "Zed to give the sums heretofore paid. Strange, | only to give them $32,252. 


embarrassed and probably defeated. At all events, 


indeed, that all others should be wrong, and he The Postmaster General, in carrying out his 


if such provision was made in the bill, which has || alone should be right! The grounds on which his | rule, has also settled that steamboat service is 


but a single object in view, (the speedy restoration 


objection rested was the peculiar phraseology of || worth twelve-and-a-half per cent. less than rail- 


of the mail to the proper line,) he (Mr. G.) should || the Jaw itself, which the Postmaster General thinks || road, and he accordingly reduces this portion of 


feel himself free to vote against the whole bill with 
such amendments in it. 

Mr. G. said, as many gentlemen now present 
were not in the House when this subject was up 
for its consideration in the early part of the ses- 
sion, he would state more fully the points on which it 
rested. The mail (said Mr. é.) since the year 1843, 
had been carried from this place to Richmond, one 
hundred and thirty miles, by railroads and steam- | 
boats, for $12,752 for the steamboat part of it, on 
the Potomac, a distance of fifty-four miles, and on 
the remainder of the one hundred and thirty miles 
by the railroad, for $19,500; making in the whole 
$52,252, as he had already stated. ‘This sum was | 
paid the steamboat and railroad for the service, 
under the sanction of the law, which he would 
send to the Clerk to read, passed in 1842, by 
which the Postmaster General, then Mr. Wick- 
life, he believed, was authorized to extend the 
contract with the steamboat company for carry- | 
ing the mail on the Potomac on the terms be- 
fore existing, the compan agreeing to furnish at 
least two ice-boats for the purpose of keeping 
open the navigation of the river at all times, by 
which the mail should be sent forward without 
delay, as had not been the case before. Mr. G. 
said the company were, it would be seen, under 
‘he necessity of providing, not one, but at least 
‘wo of these boats, which cost them a vast deal of 
their earnings, if not more than their mail pay. 

his law which he was about to have read, the 
action of Congress on the subject, and the requisi- 
a of ice-boats, showed most clearly that both | 
~ongress and the Postmaster General regarded the | 
"Navigation of the Potomac by mail-boats as enti- 
Ved to that protection which it received. There | 
sin fact, no river in the United States on any | 
portant mail line where, from its particular 


acai, it is 80 subjected to interruptions from ice, 


auiaenigns 











limits his discretion and limits the pay toall roads | the route even below what he is willing to pay the 
of the first class to $237 50 per mile. Let us see |! road; and this, too, with the facts before him in 
(said Mr. G.) what the law is, and then let the || regard to the navigation of the Potomac, to which 
House decide the matter for itself. He then read || he had already referred. 
the act of 7th July, 1838, declaring every railroad Mr. G. said he only wished to call the attention 
in the United States a post route, and which de- || of the House to the law, and he should be perfect- 
clares that ‘the Postmaster General shall cause || ly willing to rest this matter where the law itself 
‘the mail to be transported thereon, provided he || placed it. The act of 1845, to which he had refer- 
‘can have it done upon reasonable terms, and not || red, declared that the Postmaster General should 
‘paying therefor, in any instance, more than 25 |) arrange the railroads, ‘ including those in which 
‘per cent. over and above what similar transporta- || * the service is partly by railroad and partly by steam- 
‘ tion would cost in post coaches.” '| © boat, into three classes, according to the size of 
This act (said Mr. G.) then fixes the compen- || ‘the mails, the speed with which they are con- 
sation at 25 per cent. over and above what similar || * veyad, and the importance of the service.” * 
transportation would cost in post-coaches. Now, | * * * ‘ Provided, he shall not pay a higher 
(said Mr, G.) let us see how this case would stand | ‘rate of compensation than is now allowed by law 
tried by this law. The only bid, he believed, offered || « for the conveyance of the mail on any railroad of 
for carrying the whole southern mail in four-horse || ‘the first class.”” The law, then, makes no dis- 
aoe on the route from Washingten to || tinction between routes where the service is all by 
ichmond, when proposals were lately invited, || railroad or ‘is partly by railroad and partly by steam- 
was $28,000; that is, this ‘similar transportation”’ || boat.” Ia either case he might pay $300 per mile 
between the same points was offered to be done || for the whole distance. He, however, declares he 
for this sum. Now, add 25 per cent. to this, which || can pay $237 50 for the railroad only, and 25 per 
| would be $7,000, and it would give us the sum of | cent. less for the steamboat. These companies, 
$35,000, to which the comming would be entitled, | however, ask not that the maximum by any means 
| instead of $32,252, which it offers to take, and has || be given them: they ask only what has heretofore 
| repeatedly taken. ¢ : 
But (said Mr. G.) let us look at the law of the | law, they could justly claim that the steamboat route 
next year. The law of the 25th January, 1839, || should be paid as much as the railroad, they do 
declares that the Postmaster General shall not, || not now nor have they ever asked it, within Mr. 
‘* by virtue of the act of 1838, pay more to any || G.’s knowledge. Sat 
‘railroad company in the United States for the || Mr. G. said one of the great difficulties in the 
| ‘conveyance of one or more daily mails than $300 || way of some gentlemen, when this subject was 
| 
} 
} 


| been settled as due them; and although, under the 


‘ per mile per annum!”’ Here, then, (said Mr.G.,) || before up for consideration, and particularly the 
though the Postmaster General has refused to pay || gentleman from South Carolina, not now in his 
| these companies what they have heretofore had seat, [Mr. Ruerr,] was, that the bay company 

for their services, (which is but $260 per mile for could claim damages of the department for a recis- 
a part of their route,) he might have clearly paid || ion of their contract by Congress as contemplated 
them $300 per mile, as the law itself abundantly || by this resolution, Mr. G. said he denied there 





hich can be overcome, as it is in this case, by |' shows. And this (said Mr. G.) is the law as it |! was any contract at all with any company on the 
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bay. A paper had been prepared to be executed, 
but it never had been, and, if Mr. G. understood 
the law, the company had forfeited all right under 
it by failing to enter into the contract as required 
by i department and by the law, and were them- 
selves liable for damages. Bethatasit may, how- 
ever, Mr. G. should contend, even if the contract 
had been signed, the department had no right to 
make it, a8 it is proposed, for the paper on its face 
showed it was meant to be irrevocable, while the 
law and all the regulations of the department looked 
to the revocation of its contracts for carrying the 
mail whenever the public interest naaieol i; Te, 
therefore, the Postmaster General had gone beyond 
his duty and the law, he alone was liable, and he 
alone could be looked to. Congress sat here not 
to declare how a pretended contract of his might 
operate on individual rights. If, however, there 
had been anything in this objection, it had been 
obviated by the express disclaimer of all damages 
by those most interested in the contract, as shown 
by the letter he would now ask the Clerk to 
read, 

Here Mr. G. sent to the table to be read a letter 


from Mr. N. Falls, agent of the bay line, saying | 


that, although they had been put to expense, &c., 
if the mail could now be transferred from them to the 
railroad, that company would claim nothing for 
damages. He said he was well aware he should 
be answered that the railroad company had bought 
out the bay line, and that it was done in order to 
thwart the Postmaster General; yet (said Mr. G.) 
such is not the case. The railroad company, as he 
was informed, had no interest in the bay company, 
but an individual of that company had; and, no 
doubt, in making the purchase, he had looked in 
some degree to the interests of the railroad, and to 
get the mail back on the latter was only so far of im- 
ortance as it regarded the travel, to accommodate 
which they were now subjected to many difficulties 
by the present mail arrangements, 

In regard to the local mail, that which supplied 
the district of bis colleague [Mr. Beare] near him, 
and other parts of the route from here to Rich- 
mond, that (said Mr. G.) is already proyided for 
in the contract itself, which provides, in case the 
contract shall be taken from them, that the con- 
tractors shall have one month’s extra pay, no more; 
end this was the stipulation in regard to all con- 
tracts, except the very formal one to which he had 
alluded, and which had been so specially excepted 
by the Postmaster General. He hoped, then, gen- 
tlemen would no longer doubt as to the course they 
should pursue, and he called on them from all sides 
to lend a helping hand in setting to rights this sin- 
gular freak of the Postmaster General. Mr. G. 
said gentlemen could not, he was sure, hesitate, if 
they would but look at the difficulties attending the 
bay route, so called. He then read from a report 
the number of failures from Baltimore south, and 
from Petersburg north, on this bay line, in Decem- 
ber and January last, and they seemed (said Mr. 
G.) to have increased rather than diminished. Op- 


posite to all these failures (9, 10, 12, &c., in the | 


space of a few days) was the reason given: ** Fog;”’ 
** fog;’’ “* fog;’’ ** heavy fog;”’ or “ boat aground,” 
in James or Appomattox rivers, &c. These acci- 
dents (said Mr.G.) might occur and did occur else- 


where sometimes; no doubt they had on the Po- | 


tomac: but they were less likely to occur there 
than in the bay. One, in fact, was but a distance 
of fifty or sixty miles by water, the other some 
three hundred and fifty; most of the one was by 


railroad, all the other was by steamboat from Balti- | 


more. 

Mr. G. said, however, as it was late, and the 
weather excessively hot; as all were doubtless 
wearied, and, in fact, almost exhausted by the pro- 
tracted sitting, he should close what he had to say, 
hurried and unconnected as had been his remarks, 
by calling on all sides of the House to sustain this 
resolution of the Senate. He called on his friends 
on both sides to set this matter as it deserved to 
stand; importuned as they were, not only by me- 
morials but by letters from their friends at home, 
who invoked them to lend them some relief: he 
hoped, he said, that the bill would be passed with- 
out being committed at all; that the appeal made 
would address itself to all, and especially to those 
who would perhaps find an only merit in its econ- 
omy, and particularly as the present arrangement, 
he had no doubt, was diverting large portions of 
the legitimate revenues of the department into the 
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sonable delays continued. 
Mr. BOWLIN next obtained the floor, but gave | 
way to a motion to adjourn. 
nd the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Fripay, June 23, 1848. 
Mr. BENTON presented the credentials of Mr. || 
Henry Dongs, Senator clect from the State of 
Wisconsin. 
Mr. Doncr was qualified, and took his seat. 


Mr. FELCH presented the memorial of certain 
citizens of Washington for the purchase of Mount 
Vernon by the General Government; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. HALE offered a resolution that the Com- | 
mittee for the District of Columbia be instructed 
to bring in a bill to abolish slavery in said District. || 
Objection being made, it lies over. 

Mr. DOWNS moved that the resolution offered 
by him some days since, relative.to the disposition 
of the vacant seats in the Senate, be taken up; and 
no objection being made, it was taken up for con- 
sideration. 

Some little colloquial discussion took place as 
to the propriety of disturbing the usual practice of 
the Senate, in which Messrs. BERRIEN, MAN- 
GUM, DOWNS, BUTLER, MASON, HALE, 
BRIGHT, and BADGER, took part, when the 
resolution, on motion of Mr. BADGER, was laid 


on the table—ayes 16, noes 15. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
By Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee 
of Claims: House bill for the relief of John P. 
Gratiot and the legal representatives of Henry | 
Gratiot. 
By Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee of || 
Claims, the following House bills without amend- | 
ment; 
lor the relief of Charles Ahrenfeldt and John 
F. H. Vogt. 
lor the relief of the legal representatives of Cap- |, 
tain George Shoemaker. 
lor the relief of the legal representatives of Da- | 
vid Gardner, of Southborough, Massachusetts. 


By Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs: A bill to compensate R. M. John- 
son for the erection of certain buildings for the use | 
of the Choctaw Academy. 

Also, from the same committee, a joint resolu- 
tion to authorize the adjudication of certain Indian 
claims under the act of 23d August, 1842. 

By Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads: Recommending that 
the Senate concur in the amendments of the House 
to the bill to amend the act to provide for the trans- 
portation of the mail between the United States | 
and foreign countries, which was agreed to. {| 


Mr. TURNEY, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to bring in a bill for the relief | 
of Richard Field. 

On motion of Mr. MASON, the resolution set- 
ting apart Saturday at one o’clock for the consid- | 

} 
| 
| 


eration of private bills was so amended as to make 
the private business commence to-morrow at the 
hour of twelve, m. 
FLORIDA CLAIMS. 
On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, the Senate 


proceeded to the consideration of the bill providing | 
for the obtaining of testimony in relation to claims || 
| and Delawares was then taken up, and read a 


for losses sustained in the late Florida war. 


the commissi 
| In some sort; 
judge. a the testimony shall be se 


where would be the end of it? 
the expenditure of millions. 


or agent. 
sioner to make his report to the Secretary of War 
and the Secretary would report to Congress, }; 


done ? 


| War. 





June 23, 


would be of necessity kept up while those unrea- | He thought ini should be some person, 


besides 
r, to represent the Government 


e commissioner had to act as a 


, nt to 
the departme ases of great hardship would ap. 
pear, and these would be pressed on Congress; and 


It would lead to 
Mr. MASON was in favor of the bill, whic 


h was 


so guarded that although testimony on the part of 
the Government would be taken at the expense 
the United States, the testimony of the claimants 


of 


would be at the cost of each claimant. He saw 
no reason for the additional expense of an attorney 
It would be the duty of the commis. 


was by no means improbable that many Unjust 


claims had been paid, and many just claims had 


not as yet been settled. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said the sole object of the 
bill was to secure the cross-examination of wi. 
nesses by the Government. How was this to he 
By the commissioner, who has a clerk a, 
his elbow to record the testimony. What more 
was required? The President would doubtless 
appoint aclerk who had some knowledge of the 
law. The whole object of the bill was to protect 
the Government against fraud. The Senator from 
Delaware desired that the nature of the claims 
should be defined before testimony was permitted 
to be taken. That point had been mooted in the 


committee, who had thought the most proper 


course would be to leave it to the discretion of the 
commissioner, who would not be likely to listen 
to matter which was irrelevant. He himself had 
always desired the passage of a general law on the 


subject of testimony, but as that could not be ob- 


tained, he was willing to take this bill for so much 
as relates to the Florida claims, which constitute a 
large portion of the whole. 

Mr. BADGER did not think the objections of 
the Senator from Delaware had been answered, 
and expressed his dislike to the bill for the loose 
manner in which it was drawn. 


Mr. WESTCOTT stated that the commissioner 


| was the proper person to take the testimony on 
| behalf of the Government. 


Congress would then 
have to decide on the report of the Secretary of 
The Government would be subjected to no 
expense beyond the per diem of the commissioner. 
The people of Florida would be perfectly satisfied 
with the appointment of any intelligent citizen, to 
whatever State he belonged, to act in the matter. 
Mr. BRIGHT moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill, with a view to take up 
the bill to establish a Territorial Government in 


| Oregon. 


The question having been taken, it was decided 
in the affirmative: Yeas 19, nays 17. 


WYANDOTS AND DELAWARES. 


Mr. ATCHISON then moved to take up the 
joint resolution to sanction an agreement made 
between the Wyandots and Delawares for the 


_ purchase of certain lands by the former of the 


| 


latter tribe of Indians. 

Mr. BRIGHT maintained that the Oregon bill 
had precedence, but it was contended that the 
motion to postpone did not include the motion to 
take up; and the question having been taken on 
Mr. Arcutson’s motion, it was decided in the 
affirmative: Yeas 19, nays 15. 

The joint resolution relative to the Wyandots 


Mr. DICKINSON objected to the bill, because || Second and third time, and passed. 


the testimony, which he regarded as incompatible 
with his other duties. 
Mr. WESTCOTT explained, that it would not | 


impose any improper labor on the commissioner, | 


who was the fit person to look to the interests of || 


the Government. 


Mr. CLAYTON wished a modification of the | 
bill so as to make it conform to the practice of the || 


Senate. No one would contend that we were | 
bound to pay all claims for property lost in every | 
case. 
the Committees of the Senate, which should recu- 
late our future action. No one would contend that 
we ought to pay for all property destroyed by the 
Indians. Why, then, should we go to the expense 
of collecting testimony on all cases, when our rule | 


pockets of private expresses, which had been and | forbids us from allowing above one-fifth of them? || 


. . . i} 
it devolved on the commissioner the duty of taking || 


| over all others, and the Chair maintained that it 


Certain principles had been laid down by | 


} 
; 


A brief discussion ensued as to whether the un- 
finished business of yesterday had not precedence 


ad. 

Mr. BRIGHT said he had given way yesterday 
tf allow the resolution fixing the time for the ad- 
journment of Congress to be taken up, which had 
lost him the whole day, and he felt it his duty to 
press the motion to take up the Oregon bill, on 
which question he must demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BUTLER hoped that the Senator from 
North Carolina [Mr. Mineoi) might be permit- 
ted to close his remarks, as that Senator had given 
way yesterday for a motion to adjourn. _ 

he question on Mr. Bricur’s motion was 
taken by yeas and nays, and decided in the affirm- 
ative, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Benton, Brad 





1848. 

huey, Breese, Bright, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dix, | 
}». Feleh, Foote, Fitzgerald, Hale, Hannegan, Houston, 

Hunter, Johnson of Georgia, Lewis, Mason, Niles, Rusk, 

<phastian, Sturgeon, and Turney—27. y 

wAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Berrien, Bell, Butler, 

sarke, Clavton, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Greene, | 

husan of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Miller, Phelps, 

ew ince, Underwood, Upham, and Westcott—18. 

-? 


Mr. BUTLER apologized for having been un- 
ysciously the cause of depriving Mr. Maneum | 
the floor on the adjournment resolution. | 
Mr. WESTCOTT said he had voted in the | 
negative to enable Mr. Maneum to conclude his 


Podge, 


co 


. 
‘ 
vi 


emarks. 
Mr. MANGUM said he knew no disrespect to | 
him was intended. He could speak some other | 
time. | 
TERRITORY OF OREGON. 

The bill to establish a Territorial Government in | 
the Territory of Oregon was then taken up for con- | 
sideration as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. YULEE called the attention of the Senator | 
from Indiana to the necessity of some change in | 
the phraseology of the bill, which extends the | 
inrisdiction of Oregon over all west of the Rock 
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replied to the remarks of the Senator from Mary- 
land, in order to show that that Senator had not 
examined the proposition with his usual accuracy, 
or that he was less fortunate than usual in his 
clearness of explanation. He then read an extract 
from documents and statutes on file, to justify him- 
self against the attacks which had been made upon 
him. Different minds took different views of the 
subject, and it was his object to throw out some- 
thing which would ‘settle and guide them. He 
considered the ordinance of 1787 wen letter in 
Oregon. He considered Congress 4s having full 
yower and authority over the whole question, until 
itabandoned this power and authority to the States, 
He believed that slavery would never exist in Ore- 
gon, as it was not desired there by a majority of 
the people. He thought the matter should be left 
in the hands of the people of Oregon. 

The amendment was then withdrawn. 

Mr. BERRIEN and Mr. JOHNSON, of Mary- 
land, mutually explained as to the effect of the 12th 
section of the bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, then sent to the 
Chair the following amendment, to come in at the 


‘Mountains, so that of course it will embrace Cali- | those of the bill: 


fornia, and all our possessions west of the Rocky 
Mountains. | 

Mr. BRIGHT said the question was on the mo- }} 
tion of the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Foore,] |) 
which he should oppose. | 

Mr. BERRIEN said his motion was to strike || 
out the 12th section; that the section was then open | 
to amendment before the vote on striking out could 
be taken. 

Mr. BADGER moved to amend the section, 
which was accepted by Mr. Foore, as a modifica- 
tion of his amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the amend- | 
ment. 


Provided, That nothing contained in this act shall be so 


| construed as to authorize the prohibition of domestic slavery 


in said Territory whilst it remains in the condition of a ‘Ter- 


wwitory of the United States. 


Mr. HALE then said he thought the proper 


course would be to take the question on the amend- 


| ment that he had offered and withdrawn, and said 


he should move it when the bill came up. The 
following is the amendment: 

That the inhabitants of said Territory shall be entitled to 
enjoy all and singular the rights, privileges, and advantages 
granted and secured to the people of the territory of the Uni- 
ted States northwest of the river Ohio by the articles of com- 


pact contained in the ordinance for the government of said | 
|| territory on the 13th day of July, 1787; and shall be subject 


to all the conditions, and restrictions, and prohibitions in 


= Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, could not see what || said articles of compact imposed upon the people of said ter- 


~ Mr. BADGER said proprio vigore the ordinance | 


importance could be attached to the amendment, 
as the ordinance of 1787 could have no application ‘|| 
to the Territory of Oregon, where it could never | 
be in operation. 
could not apply, and there would be-no propriety | 
inthe amendment. But the bill conferred on Ore- || 
gon all the rights, privileges, and immunities given 
to other Territories and States, and on reference to 
the subject, it appeared that the restriction of the 
ordinance of 1787 was operative in some of them. 
He desired to guard against any conclusion that 
the restriction should operate in Oregon. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, said, why did not 
the Senator from North Carolina move at once | 
that the inhibition of slavery which is adopted as 
to Iowa, should not be adopted as to Oregon? 

Mr. BADGER contended that his motion was || 
to that effect, although the language was different. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, argued that the 
amendment was in effect a prohibition of the es- || 
tablishment of slavery in Oregon, whether she wills 
itor not. It is said that Oregon has already abol- 
ished slavery. ‘Then what do we propose to do, 
but to sanction what the people of Oregon have | 
already done? If they have excluded slavery, we || 
only give approval of their decision, with an addi- 


ritory ; and the existing Jaws now in force in the Territory 
of Oregoh, under the authority of the provisional govern- 


| ment established by the people thereof, shall continue to be 


valid and operative therein, so far as the same be not incom- 


|| patible with the principles and provisions of this act; subject, 


nevertheless, to be altered, modified, or repealed by the Gov- 
ernor and Legislative Assembly of the said Territory of Ore- 
gon; and the laws ofthe United States are hereby extended 
over, and declared to be in force in, said Territory, so tar as 
the same, or any provision thereof, may be applicable. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 


of the bill for the relief of David Myerle. 
This bill was discussed by Messrs. UNDER- 


| WOOD, BERRIEN, and BENTON;; but, without 


taking the question on its passage, 
The Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, June 24, 1848. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, || 


Mr. HUNT rose and asked leave to make a per- 
sonal explanation. General consent being given, 


| he proceeded to say that during several years ser- 
| vice he had never had occasion to appear before 
| the House in explanation of any matter personal 


to himself ; but he perceived that the report in this 
morning’s Intelligencer of yesterday’s proceedings 
in relation to the report which he had the honor to 


tion that it shall be perpetual. Slavery cannot be || submit from the Committee on Commerce was so 


carried into Oregon, because it cannot be carried 
into lowa, if you pass the law as it stands. It 





imperfect and erroneous, he felt compelled, most 
unwillingly, to ask the indulgence of the House for 


will be as perfectly excluded as if we passed the | a moment. 


Wilmot Proviso. He opposed the amendment of 
his friend from Georgia. By the 6th article of the || 
ordinance of 1787, slavery is prohibited in the 
lerritory of Lowa, so far as regards certain sec- 
tions. The amendment under consideration leaves 
the bill precisely as it stands. In every view he 
could take of it, it could have no effect. Was it 
the intention of the North to prohibit slavery for all 
tne? Was it the intention of the South to say 
this is right? Did the North intend to say that 
slavery might be introduced in Oregon? He de- 





sired to see the platform established. He wished || 


to have the question distinctly determined, so that 
the people might understand what was intended to 
be done. He assured southern Senators, if they 
voted for this 12th section, they would vote the 
Wilmot Proviso. 

Mr. FOOTE expressed his willingness to with- 
draw his amendment, if the Senator from North 
Carolina would consent to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. BADGER said he would do so with the 
greatest pleasure, after he had made a brief ex- 


| 
: 
planation as to his amendment. He then briefly | 


Deeming it important that the standing commit- || 


tees should have an opportunity to bring forward 
the measures they hed sentured, he had moved that 
' one hour should be devoted to receiving reports 
| from committees which might be disposed of with- 
out giving rise todebate. ‘The form of the motion 
| he made was quite different from the phraseology 
of the reporter. 

When the Committee on Commerce was called, 

he submitted a report on the several topics hereto- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


|| tunity was afforded him for 





a 


had formed a settled opinion on the propositions 
contained in the resolutions, and must be prepared 
to vote on them without discussion; and, deeming 
early action desirable, he moved the previous ques- 
tion. These remarks were wholly omitted in the 
Intelligencer. The honorable gentleman from Geor- 
gia [Mr. Coss] contended that the motion was con- 
trary to the implied understanding of the House, 
that such reports only should be received as gave 
rise to no debate, and in the excitement of the mo- 
ment he spoke of it as ‘*a violation of good faith.’ 
It had been his good fortune to associate with that 
gentleman as a member of this body for five years, 
and, notwithstanding political differences, perfect 
cordiality and personal kindness had attended their 
intercourse from the day they met in this Hall. 

[Mr. Coss nodded assent. } 

He was unwilling now to believe that the gen- 
tleman could have designed to impute to him an 
intention to take an undue advantage or to violate 
any understanding, express or implied. He was 
sure the gentleman would not expect him to quietly 
submit to such a charge. If (said Mr. H.) Lam 
mistaken in this, I will only say that I am ready 
to repel the iniputation, I hope with becoming in- 
dignation, yet with that calm unconcern which 
springs from conscious rectitude of purpose. He 
willingly left it for others to decide how far he was 
observant of the rules of the body and the proprie- 
ties of his position. 

The motion he made was in accordance with 
the habitual usage of the House. It was of fre- 
quent occurrence, as every member knew when 
committees were called for reports giving rise to 
no debate, to call the previous question for the 
avowed object of precluding debate. It had been 
decided uniformly that the mover of a resolution 
which went over, if debate arose, might move 
the previous question, to cut off debate. In sub- 

| mitting this report and making the motion, Mr. 
| H. said he but acted in pursuance of the in- 
| structions of the Committee on Commerce. The 

| directed him to move the previous question, with 
/a view to immediate action. By that motion it 
| was distinctly submitted to the House whether 
| debate should or should not be allowed. It was 
| for a majority to determine whether to take the 
| question then or keep it open for discussion, It 


| was not for him to presume in advance that debate 


| 


| would be desired on either side; and it was obvi- 
| ous the effect was precisely the same as if a like 
| motion had been made on a general call of com- 
| mittees. He emphatically denied that it was, in 
| any possible aspect of the case, inconsistent with 
| any implied understanding, or with the uniform 
| . bs * 

| practice of the House. He had desired to say 
| thus much yesterday in reply to the gentleman 
} . . . 
| from Georgia. When personally assailed, his 
motto was: 


Though in the very courtof Heaven.”? 


| “To right the wrong, where’er ’tis given, 


|| But under the decision of the Chair, and in the 


| precise state of the question re no oppor- 
efence or reply. 
| Mr. COBB, of Georgia, in reference to the re- 
|| marks just made by the gentleman from New 
|| York, felt it incumbent upon himself to state that 
\ he entertained the same kindly feelings towards 
| the gentleman as the gentleman had represented to 
|| exist between them. In reference to what had 
|| occurred yesterday, the gentleman from New York 
|| seemed to think that by his remarks he had cast 
| imputations on his (Mr. H.’s) personal motives. 
| Since he had been a member of this House he had 
|| never impugned the motives of any member upon 
|| this floor—never in any instance. His own self- 
|| respect, as well as his respect for the House with 
'| which he was associated , he trusted, would preven: 
| him from so doing. His remarks were correctly 
! reported in the Intelligencer. He had contended 
|| that the reception of the report at that time, with 
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fore referred to that committee, in relation to river || the previous question moved upon it, was in vio- 
and harbor improvements, including the bill intro- || lation of the general understanding under which 
duced by the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. || the House had consented to receive such reports 
RuettT] respecting tonnage duties, the President’s || as would not give rise to debate, and that the ef- 
veto message, and the Chicago memorial. The | fect would have been a violation of the good faith 
report concluded with a series of resolutions im- || of the House if the majority of the House had 
bodying the conclusions of the committee; and in |, sanctioned the demand for the previous question, 
| submitting them to the House, he distinctly stated | and forced the minority to a vote. 

that these subjects had been discussed on several || Mr. HUNT inquired whether the effect would 
occasions at the present session; that there would || not have been precisely the same as if the motion 
_ be further opportunity for debate when the harbor | for the previous question had been made when 
bills shall be taken up; that, although there were i reports were open to debate under a general call 
| differences of opinion, he believed every member || of the committees? 
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Mr. COBB replied: Precisely the same, with 
this exception, that under the general call of the 
committees there would not have been the same 
inducement for the majority to sustain the previ- 
ous question, for the reason that if it was not sus- 
_ tained the report would not go over, but would be 
considered and voted on. But, in this instance, if 
it went over, the House would not have the op- 
portunity of voting on the question. Under the 
peculiar circumstances connected with the recep- 
tion of the report, with the understanding that no 
debate would arise, the friends of these resolutions 
might be induced to sustain the previous question, 
to ees a vote upon it; and it was of that he had 
complained. He thought the gentleman from New 
York would see he was right in the position he 
had taken. He submitted to the gentleman wheth- 
er he believed that he (Mr. C.) or any gentle- 
man on his side of the House would ever have 
assented to the proceedings that had taken place, 
if they had believed that the effect of those pro- 
ceedings would have been to force them to a vote 
upon several resolutions, involving questions of 
party policy, which they had never had the op- 
portunity of seeing or hearing except as they had 
been read from the Clerk’s table? It was of that 
he had complained, and he thought his objection 
was well taken atthe time. He had already said, 
and he repeated, with reference to any personal 
imputation upon the gentleman from New York, 
in accordance with what had been his universal 
practice in this House, he had had no such design. 
Here the conversation dropped. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, asked the 
House to take up the motion he made yesterday 
to reconsider the vote by which was passed the 
bill concerning the administration of official oaths 
in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved that 
the House proceed to the consideration of private 
business. 

Mr. WHITE moved the reconsideration of the 
vote by which the resolution was passed to close 
the debate in Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union on the bill making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Govern- 
ment for the-year ending June 30, 1849. 

The motion to reconsider was entered and laid 
over for the present. 


——S———— 





The Hiouse then proceeded to the consideration 
of the Senate bill authorizing the proper officers 
of the ‘Treasury to settle the accounts of Joseph 
Nourse, deceased, which was amended and passed 
by the House some time since, and on whicha 
motion (made by Mr. Bowxsin) to reconsider the | 
vote by which the bill was passed was pending. 

The bill was opposed at some length by Messrs. | 
BOWLIN and ‘THOMAS, and supported by 
Messrs. POLLOCK, PALFREY, and ROCK- 
WELL, of Connecticut. The latter gentleman 
concluded his remarks by moving to lay the mo- , 
tion to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. DANIEL requested Mr. Rockweut to 
withdraw his motion tor the purpose of having a 
letter read, 

Mr. BOWLIN moved a call of the House, the 
vote on which was decided by yeas and nays in 
the negative: Yeas 40, nays 112. 

Mr. DANIEL said, having appealed to the gen- 
tleman from Connecticut, and having appealed in 
vain for the withdrawal of the motion to lay on 
the table for the purpose of having a letter bearing 
on the case read, he would now appeal to the 
House not to lay the motion to reconsider on the , 
table. 

The question was put on laying the motion to | 
reconsider on the table, and was decided by yeas 
and nays ‘) the affirmative: Yeas 83, nays 73. So 
the motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved a 
resolution to close all debate in Committee of the 
Whole on the bill for the relief of Lyon & How- 
ard, in half an hour after the bill shall be again 
considered in committee. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved to 
lay the resolution on the table. It was decided by 

eas and nays in the negative: Yeas 66, nays 93. 
$0 the resolution was not laid on the table. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, now modi- 
fied his resolution by extending the time to three- 
quarters of an hour, and moved the previous ques- 
tion, which was seconded, and, under the operation 
thereof, the resolution as modified was agreed to. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


A 


Mr. WHITE asked the House to take up Sen- 
ate bill renewing certain naval pensions for the 
term of five years, and extending the benefits of 
existing laws respecting naval pensions to engi- 
neers, firemen, and coalheavers in the navy, and 
to their widows. 

Mr. ROCK WELL, of Connecticut, moved that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the private calendar. 

Mr. SAWYER moved that the House do now 
adjourn, Lost: Ayes 61, noes 63. 

he questi@ recurred on the motion to go into 
Committee of the Whole, which being put, was 
disagreed to. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved that the bill to estab- 
lish certain post-routes be taken up and read a 
third time. 

Which motion was objected to, and then the 
House adjourned. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following memorials and petitions were presented 
under the rule, and referred: 


By Mr. LYNDE:; Petition of EF. R. Utter and others, citi- | 


zens of Wisconsin, for the purchase of Mount Vernon. 

By Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 
Mary Ann Ballan, widow of John Ballan, a soldier in the 
war of 1812-"13, and who died from injuries received in the 
service. 

e 
IN SENATE, 
Satrurpay, June 24, 1848. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 

a communication from the Solicitor of the Treas- 


ury, transmitting a report on the claims of Father || 


Mediore in relation to certain church lands at St. 
Augustine, Florida; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Land Claims. 
Also, a report from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, in answer to a resolution of the Senate re- 
/specting the custom-house at Charleston, South 
| Carolina; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 
Mr. DIX presented a memorial from citizens of 
Rochester, asking that the Tonawanda band of 


Indians may be compensated for their lands taken | 


by the United States under the treaties of 1836 
and 1842; which was referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on Pen- 


sions, made adverse reports on the memorials of || 


Levi Wells, praying arrears of pension, and of 
Mary Frances Foot. 

Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Indian 
Aftairs, made an adverse report on-the memorial 
of the Onondaga and Cayuga Indians. 

On motion of Mr. YULEE, 


Resolved, That so much of the naval appropriation bill as 
relates to the discipline and organization of the navy and 
improvements of uavy-yards be referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DIX subsequently moved to reconsider this 
resolution; and the motion lies over. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Jounson, of Maryland, on the 19th instant, was 
taken up and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury inform the | 


| Senate of the whole number of officers now employed in 
and about the custom-house of the United States in the city 
of Baltimore, with the compensation allowed to each; and 
that he also inform the Senate what was the number of such 
officers at the same custom-house on the 4th March, 1845, 
and the compensation allowed each. 


The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 


of Columbia to bring in a bill to abolish slayery 
| therein, was taken up. The question was taken 
_ by yeas and nays, and decided in the negative, as 
follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Mas- 
sachusetts, Hale Miller, and Upham—7. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Bell, Berrien, 
| Benton, Bradbury, Breese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Davis of 
Mississippi, Dickinson, Dix, Dod 
| gerald, Foote, Hamlin, Houston, Hunter, Johnson of Mary- 


1} 
| 
Hate, to instruct the Committee on the District | 
| 


i! 


ge, Downs, Felch, Fitz- || 


June 26, 


: e House 
Representatives were read a first and second ta 


| by their titles and appropriately referred. 
The Senate then took up the bill to promote t} 
despatch of business in the Supreme Court ne 
| to repeal the second section of the act approved 
June 17, 1844, entitled ** An act concerning th 
apse Court of the United States.”’ , 
ter a brief explanation, the bill was 
third time and ae. ae 
| The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the private calendar, in compliance with the 
, resolution of the 22d instant. 
The bill for the relief of George Center having 
| been taken up, considerable debate ensued, jn 
which Messrs. UNDERWOOD, YULEE, CAL. 
' HOUN, WESTCOTT, GREEN, and others par- 
ticipated. When the question was taken on or. 
_ dering the bill to he engrossed, it resulted: Yeas 
19, nays 24. 

The following bills were then considered jn 
| Committee of the Whole and passed: 

An act for the relief of Russel Goss. 

An act for the relief of Barclay & Livingston 
and Smith, Thurgar & Co. =e 

Bill for the relief of Charles Richmond. 
| Bill for the relief of William B. Stokes. 
| Bill granting a pension to Bethia Healy, widow 
| of George Healy, deceased. 

Bill to confirm to the legal representatives of 
Joseph Dutailles the location of a certain New 
| Madrid certificate. 

Bill for the relief of Samuel Grice. 

Bill for the relief of George V. Mitchell. 
An act to change the name of the steamboat 
| Charles Downing to the Calhoun. 

Bill for the relief of Stalker & Hill. 

Joint resolution for the relief of H. B. Gaither. 

Bill for the relief of Alfred White. 

Bill for the relief of Benjamin Adams & Co, 
| and others. 

The bill for the relief of Frederick Dawson, 

James Schott, andElisha Dana Whitney, was dis- 
cussed at very considerable length, and its further 
_ consideration postponed without any question hav- 
| ing been taken. 

'| ‘The bill is for the payment of certain vessels of 
| war furnished the late Republic of Texas. 

Mr. HALE resisted the bill very strenuously, 
as the first step towards the assumption of the 
| debts of the State of Texas. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, read a bond 
| wherein the faith of the Republic was pledged for 
| the payment of the same. 

Mr. DIX moved to reconsider the vote by 
| which the bill for the relief of George Center was 
lost. 

| And then the Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, June 26, 1848. 
| TheJournal of Saturday was read and approved. 
| Mr. FEATHERSTON moved that the bill to 
‘establish certain post routes, now lying on the 
|| Speaker’s table, be taken up and read the third 
| time. 
| ‘The SPEAKER said if no objection were made, 
‘| he would lay the bill before the House. 
| Objection being made, Mr. FEATHERSTON 
| moved a suspension of the rules for the purpose of 
|| taking up the bill. 

The question being taken, there appeared—yeas 
87, nays 63. Two-thirds not voting in the affirm- 
ative, the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. EMBREE moveda eae of the rules, 

i 


‘| to enable him to introduce a bill to establish cer- 


| tain post routes. , 
(This bill is similar to the post route bill now 
| lying on the Speaker’s table, except that it contains 
| a proviso declaring that no opinion is expressed as 
_ to the boundary of any State or Territory.) 
The motion to suspend the rules was decided as 


land, Johnson of Louisiana, Jobuson of Georgia, Lewis, || follows: Yeas 81, nays 77. Two-thirds not voting 


Mangum, Mason, Niles, Rusk, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, 
Underwood, Westcott, and Yulee—36. 


| in the affirmative, the rules were not suspended. 
_ Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose to & 


The resolution submitted some time since by || privileged question, and moved to take up the mo- 
Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, relative to the patent | tion made by him some days since to reconsider 


of Major General Baron De Kalb, was agreed to. || the vote by which was 


d the bill concerning 


On motion of Mr. DOWNS, two additional | the administration of official oaths in the District 


members to the Committee on Enrolled Bills were 
ordered to be appointed by the Chair. 


| 


‘| of Columbia. 


| Mr. T. desired to offer the following amendment 


A number of adverse reports, made from differ- } to the bill, which he read and explained: 


ent committees, were tak@n up and concurred in. i 


Sec. —. Be it further enacted, That in all cases in which, 
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jaws of the United States, oaths, or affirmations, 
ledgments may now be taken or made before any 
ustices of the peace of any State or Territory, or 
jistriet of Columbia, such oaths, affirmations or acknow- 
idgments may hereafter be also taken or made by or before 
spy notary public duly appointed in any State or Territory, 
te District of Columbia, and when certified under the hand 
or official seal of such notary, shail have the same force 
- effect as if taken or made by or before such justice or 
vustices of the peace. And all laws and parts of laws for 
synishing perjury, or subornation of perjury, committed in 
anv such oaths or affirmations, when taken or made before 
au such justice of the peace, shall apply to any such offence 


ander the 
or acknow' 
justice OF J 


committed in any Oaths or attirmations which may be taken | 


ander this act before anotary public: Provided always, ‘That 
on any trial for either of these offences, the seal and signa- 
wre of the notary shall not be deemed sufficient in theim- 
elves to establish the official character of such notary, but 
the same shall be shown by other and proper evidence. 

Sec. —. Int beit further enacted, That all the powers and 


authority couferred in and by the preceding section of this | 
ot upon notaries public, be, and the same are hereby, vested 


in, and may be exercised by,any commissioner appointed, 
or hereafter to be appointed, by any circuit court of the 
lnited States, under any act of Congress authorizing the 
appointment of commissioners to take bail, affidavits, or 
depositions, in causes pending in the courts of the United 
States. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL opposed the amend- 
ment proposed to be offered by Mr. Tuompson to 
the bill as not congruous; and, after urging the 
immediate passage of the bill in a few brief explan- 
atory remarks, moved to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table; which was agreed to. So the 
motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 


The House then, on motion of Mr. VINTON, | 


resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Root, of Ohio, in the 


chair,) and proceeded to the consideration of the | 
bill making appropriations for the civil and diplo- | 
matic expenses of Government for the year ending | 


June 30, 1849. 
Mr. FEATHERSTON discussed the powers of 


| 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, June 26, 1848. 


At eleven o’clock, a. m., the Secretary of the 
Senate called the body to order; when— 

Mr. BENTON moved that Mr. Arcuison be 
selected to preside during the temporary absence 


| of the Vice President, which was unanimous! 


agreed to; and a resolution was also adopted di- 
recting the Secretary to inform the President of 
the United States and the House of Representa- 


tives of said election. 


Mr. DODGE presented the credentials of his 
colleague, Mr. Isaac P. Waker, Senator elect 
from the State of Wisconsin; who, after having 


| been duly qualified, took his seat. 


the General and ‘Territorial Governments over the | 
subject of slavery in the Territories through the 
hour allotted to him, with some brief remarks in- | 


terspersed respecting the Presidential candidates. 


Mr. A. STEWART occupied his hour with a | 
speech relating to the emoluments of General Cass, | 


when Governor of Michigan Territory for eighteen 
years and ex officio Superintendentof Indian Affairs, 


during which time his extra compensation and | 


rations were very considerable items. He also 
introduced some statistical statements of the ex- 
penditures of the war and the General Government 
as compared with earlier Presidential terms. As 


au example, the expenses of collection under Mr. | 
Adams were three per cent., whereas under Mr. | 


Polk they have increased to seven per eent. 


Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky, discussed General | 


Taylor’s position respecting the veto power as un- 
exampled (although he professed to follow the 
course pursued by the earlier Presidents) and as 
dangerous, especially to the South. Healso com- 
mented on the uncertainty in which General Tay- 
lor’s political opinions were shrouded. He was 
anxious especially to know the views of General 
Taylor respecting the Wilmot Proviso; and on this 
a colloquy ensued between Mr. C. and Mr. 
ASKELL, but no positive information was com- 
municated, although Mr. H. said he believed Gen- 
eral Taylor was opposed to the Wilmot Proviso. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, then took 
the floor, and occupied it for about thirty minutes, 
when he yielded fora motion that the committee 


| received. 


j 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. BENTON then submitted the following 
resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Senate proceed to ascertain the classes 
in which the Senators from the State of Wisconsin shall be 
inserted, in conformity with the resolution of May 14, 1789, 
and as the Constitution provides. 


On motion of Mr. BENTON, 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 


Ordered, That the Secretary put into the ballot-box two | 


papers of equal size, one of which to be numbered 1, and 
the other to be blank; that each Senator from the State of 
Wisconsin draw out one paper; that No. 1 shall entide the 


Senator to be placedin the class whose term of service will | 


expire on the 3d of March, 1849. That the Secretary then 
put into the ballot-box two other papers of equal size, num- 
bered two and three; that the Senator who shall have drawn 
the blank shall then draw one of the papers ; that No. 2, if 
drawn, shall entitle the Senator to be placed in the class 
whose term of service will expire the 3d of March, 1851, 
and No. 3 in the class whose terin will expire the 3d of 
March, 1853. 


Mr. Watker drew No. I, and is accordingly in 


that class whose term of service will expire on || 


the 3d day of March, 1849. 


The Secretary then put papers Nos. 2 and 3 in | 
the box, and Mr. Dopce drew No. 2, and is ac- | 
cordingly in that class of Senators whose term of || 


service will expire on the 3d of March, 1851. 


Mr. NILES presented a memorial from John T. | 
Sullivan, asking compensation for binding the | 
laws and instructions of the Postmaster General || 


for the use of the department; which was re- 
ferred. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on | 
Public Lands, reported a bill to vest the title of | 
the United States in the purchasers of certain lands | 
sold under execution against Gordon D. Boyd; | 


which was read a first time. 

Mr. U., in explanation of this bill, stated that 
by its passage the Solicitor of the Treasury ex- 
pected to save $20,000 to the United States. Boyd 


was a receiver of the public moneys in the State | 
of Mississippi, and had issued receipts in hig own | 


name for large sums paid in for the purchase of 


recovery of the money, and levied execution on the 
very lands which he pretended to have sold. The 


penmtnnrueete these executions, had given their || 
onds for one and two years in payment, but had | 


not been able to obtain patents for the lands. They 


|| have refused to pay their bonds, and suits have 


| 
i} 


been commenced against them. The Solicitor 


|| Says the subject is still under consideration before 


|| the Commissioner of Public Lands. 


The objget 


| of this bill was to remove the difficulty, by sec 


rise; which being agreed to, the committee rose | 


aud reported. 


ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES. 
On motion of Mr. HARALSON, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested 0 com- 


municate to this House the ——_ of the different aorps of 
tie army of the United States after the discharge of those 
who, by the terms of their enlistment and the operation of 
ftisting laws, are required to be diseharged at the close of the 
AT With Mexico; aiso, that he communicate what will be 

‘e strength of the corps remaining in the army when filled 
‘o the maximum authorized by law. 


Mr. VINTON said, as he understood the Sec- 


tlary of War was engaged in making out new 


a 
*stimates for an army bill, he would move to dis- 


charge the Committee of the Whole on the state 


' 
| 


} 


of the Union from the bill making appropriations | 


the year ending June 30, 1849, and that it be re- 


“mmitted to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Agreed to. 


And then the House adjourned. 


for the support of the army and of volunteers for | 


(These speeches will all appear in the Appendix. ] | 


i the direction of the 


| 





ring to the purchasers a valid title to the lands. 
He hoped that this explanation would induce the 
Senate to take up the bill for immediate action. 

The bill was then considered, and read a second 
and third time, and passed. 

Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Rob- 
ert W. Richardson, accompanied by a report. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, reported a bill making ap- 
propriations for light-houses, light-boats, buoys, 
&c., and providing for the erection and establish- 
ment of the same. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Mil- | 
itary Affairs, reported a bill to allow pay and sub- | 
sistence to certain Arkansas and other volunteers | 


who have been prisuners of war in Mexico. 

Also, from the Committee on Public Lands, on 
the memorial of Asa Whitney relative to the con- 
struction ofa railroad from Lake Michigan to the 
Pacific Ocean, reported a joint resolution providing 
for a survey and exploration of one or more routes 
for a railroad from the Mississippi river, below the 
Falls of St. Anthony, to the Pacific Ocean, under 

Scartenrs of War. 


| public lands, not a dollar of which had ever been || 
The Government instituted suits for the | 


i 
| 
ti 
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Mr. BORLAND gave notice, that when this 
resolution came up for consideration, he would 
propose certain amendments, requiring the Secre- 
tary of the Navy to cause a hydrographical survey 
of the Pacific coast, with the view of determining 
the best point for a dock-yard and naval station on 
that coast; and authorizing the Postmaster General 
to contract for carrying the mail between San 
Francisco, in Upper California, and Santa Fé, in 
New Mexico, or some other point in convenient 
connection with the United States mail lines west 
of the Mississippi river. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a joint resolution 
for the relief of persons who have incurred the 
disabilities of the 28th section of the act of July 
2, 1836; which was read a first time. 

Mr. N., asked for the immediate consideration 
of this joint resolution. He stated, that by the 
existing law, any contractor who has been a party 
to a combination to cheat the department was dis- 

ualified thereafter from obtaining any contract. 
The object of this joint resolution was, to autho- 
rize the Postmaster General, at his discretion, to 
annul this disability, after the expiration of five 
years. The operation of the law, which was a 
good one, had borne hardly on individuals whom 
it was desired to relieve. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, said, that the 
proposition to rescind the operation of a law ad- 
mitted to have been wholesome in its effects, and 
to substitute a disqualification of only five years, 

| was an important change, and ought not to be hast- 
‘ily adopted. He would prefer, therefore, that the 


_, bill lie over. 

|| The bill was then informally passed over. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 
Ordered, That Friday, after twelve o’clock, be set apart 


for the consideration of Senate private bills, to the exclusion 
|| of all other business. 


Mr. WESTCOTT submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the First Comptroller of the Treasury be 
directed’, as soon as practicable, to report to the Senate any 
facts that have come to his knowledge since the passaze at 
| this session of the act for the relief of Jones & Boker, show- 

ing that said act was passed under a misapprehension of the 

facts; and that, until the further action of Congress on the 

subject during the session, said Comptroller suspend any 
| allowances or payments under said act. 
Mr. WESTCOTT explained, that since the 
| passage of the bill for the relief of Jones & Boker, 
| it had come to the knowledge of several Senators, 
from the Comptroller himself, that a portion of the 
_ very notes for the loss of which the bill had made 
compensation, had, previous to the passage of the 
law, been paid to these very individuals. It was 
important, therefore, that the facts should be in- 
'| quired into before payment was made under the 
provisions of the bill. 

Mr. NILES made a brief response, in alow tone. 
He is believed to have said, that the Post Office 
| Department had, indeed, put some of these notes 
in circulation, but to have denied that they were 
paid to Jones & Boker. 

Mr. WESTCOTT replied, that the Comptroller 
| had positively stated that the notes were paid to 
the parties themselves. He hoped the resolution 
| would at once be adopted, that proper inquiry might 
be instituted. 

Mr. HALE, Let it lie over. 

The resolution, therefore, lies over for consider- 
ation. 
| TERRITORY OF OREGON. 


On motion of Mr. BRIGHT, the Senate pro- 
| ceeded to the consideration of the bill to establish 
a Territorial Government in Oregon. 

The question being onthe motion of Mr. DAVIS, 
of Mississippi, to amend— 

Mr. DIX said he had hitherto abstained from 
entering into the discussions on slavery in the Ter- 
ritories, because he had regarded the questions 
heretofore presented as abstract questions. Here, 
however, is an act of legislation which is to estab- 
lish our government over thousands of miles. It 
will affect the interests, the destinies of the popu- 
lation which will hereafter fill the valleys and crown 
the mountains of Oregon. The discussion now, 
therefore, conducted in a temperate manner, can 
do no harm; but out of it some light may be struck 
to guide us through our progress. He adverted to 
| the different views whieh had been thrown out on 
|| the subject; but there was a question which, in his 
] opinion, lay beyond all these, the determination of 
|| which may have a great effect on the settlement of 
the question. He referred to that of the power of 
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Congress to regulate the government of the Terri- 
tories, and all matters relating to them. 

f The right to regulate all matters relating to the 
public domain may be construed to extend over all 
classes occupying those public lands. He referred 
to the constitutional clause on this subject, of which 
he thoughtan improper construction had been given. 
He went into a history of the clause, dwelling on 
the mode in which it was introduced, and of the 
propositions made to amend it. The proposition 
was introduced by Mr. Madison, and although 
not adopte d in that form, it was not rejected, 
‘That of Mr. Morris was favored and adopted. He 
also stated the proceeding in relation to the intro- 
duction of the celebrated ordinance of 1787. The 
coincidence of the two subjects in point of time, 
might, he thought, throw some light on the views 
of the Convention. Mr. Madison denied the le- 
gality of the ordinance; but to give a further insight 
ite the views of Mr. Madison, he read an extract 
from a paper in the Federalist, of which Mr. Mad- 
ison was the author. 
regarded the new Government about to be estab- 
lished under the Constitution, as intended to sup- 
ply defects in the Government under the Confed- 
eration; and this was made clear by Mr. Madison 
himself in the forty-third number of the Federalist. 
He referred to the condition of the Northwest 
‘Territory at the time when this ordinance was 
passed; and it was in looking at the character of 
the States about to be admitted, that Mr. Madison 
regarded this power as of very great importance. 

He proceeded to show how far this ordinance 
was sustained by the action of Congress, in order 
that the Senate might have before it the full benefit 
of a knowledge of the legislative precedents in -its 
favor. Krom these he inferred an intention to 
extend the area of human liberty. Neither the 
framers of the ordinance nor the first Congress 
could have considered the prohibition of slavery 
us incompatible with the establishment of States 
out of the Northwest Territory on an equal fopting 
with the original States. ‘The authority of the 


of Louisiana, as appears from a decision which he 
read of that court in 1830. 


Mr. Madison, he thought, | 


of several acts on which he relied to support his | 


views of the force of the ordinance, and to illustrate 


the action of Congress under its operation. He | 


made frequent use of extracts from the several 


laws on the subject, and from the judicial decisions | 


under them. Slavery existed in Louisiana when 


“Elie came into the United States, and although Con- | 


gress adopted no course which would interfere | 
with the vested rights of property in that State, laws 


were passed restricting the importation of slaves 

from foreign countries, He looked at the acts by 

which subsequent States had been admitted, to 

show that Congress had exercised power over the 

question of slavery in the Territories until they 
, became States. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL G 


| 


_in which slavery existed. 


man. He believed the only States in which the 
black population was on the increase, were those | 
He referred to the de- 
pressed condition of the blacks which prevailed in 
New York and some other States, and laid it down 
as a principle which never varied, that a degraded 
race could never multiply. Emancipated slaves, he 
asserted, never multiplied. 

It would not be right for us to check the tide 
of emigration from foreign countries. The track- 


-less wastes of our western Territories would be 


the homes of all the foreign emigrants who may 

flock into the country, as well as our own surplus 

population, As to the propriety of a policy which 

looked to the peopling of our country from the | 
race most celebrated for its moral and intellectual 

elevation, he considered there could never be a 

doubt. He admitted that there was a section of 

the country where slave property was considered 

necessary, but in what he had said he had no ref- 

erence to these States, He depicted the advantages 

which would result from the sabstitution of inde- 

pendent for slave labor, both as to individual in- | 
terest and national character. 

There was nothing in the soil, climate, or pro- 
ductiveness of Oregon, to render slave labor indis- 
pensable. But it could be profitably employed 
there, as in every new country, fora short time. | 
And he asked, would it not be unwise to decline to 
prohibit slavery in a Territory where it could not 
long continue to exist, and where it must ultimately |, 
wear out in the competition with free labor? If | 


| we strike out the 12th section, we say that slavery | 


|| Hare] had been adopted. 
He referred to the positions he laid down in the |, 
ordinance was recognized by the Supreme Court || 
| '| held. 
He recited the dates | 








| 


i} 


| he would be prepared to deliver his views. 


The decisions of the Supreme Court of the Uni- | 


ted States, as to the existence of this power in 
Congress, he quoted from very copiously. Writers 
on public law concur in this construction. He in- 
sisted, that by every authority which could be 
quoted, the question of this power had received a 
similar decision. The question of power, there- 
fore, was, in his opinion, indisputable. He would 


} 
} 


; morrow. 


| weare boun 


| continue, he thought it would be better to continue 
| it on this amendment. 
| to go into the debate himself; but if no other Sen- 


| ator was now prepared to go on, he would wish 


may exist in Oregon, unless the Territorial Gov- | 
e:nment shall reénact the prohibition of it. Such 

he considered to be its effect. He read the section, 

and assumed that the part of that section which | 
provides that the laws existing in Oregon shall 
continue in force, must operate as an exclusion of 
slavery full as effectually as if the amendment sug- 
gested by the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. | 


discussion of the three million bill, which he still | 
The principle of these positions was, that 

d to take a territory as we find it: if we 
find slavery there, we ought not to abolish it—if | 
we find that no slavery exists there, we ought not | 
to introduce it so long as it continues to be in the 
condition of a Territory; and that we have no 
power over the regulation of the subject as soon 
as the Territory becomes a State. He still main- 
tained these views. 


Mr. CALHOUN said, if the discussion was to 


He was not now prepared 


the bill to go over until to-morrow morning, when 


The motion was agreed to, and the further con- 
sideration of the bill was then postponed till to- 


The motion submitted on Saturday by Mr. | 


|| Aruerton, to reconsider the vote by which Mr. |: 


| up and agreed to. 


next consider whether it was expedient in all cases | 


to exercise this power. 

~ On the subject of the prohibition of slavery in 
the ‘Territory of Oregon, the very admission, 
broadly made, that it was unnecessary, because 


ed the question of any injurious operation. In 


slavery would never exist in that Territory, divest- | 
|| and for other purposes. 


reference to the effect of the prohibition of slavery | 
on the slave population, he contended, that as 


productive surface was the great element in the 
muluplication of races, the extension of slavery 
over a larger surface tended irresistibly to the in- 
crease of slaves. So that by every step we may 


ducing the original responsibility of the establish || 


, mentof slavery. 


| 


_ ered in Committee of the Whole, read a third ume | 


Yvree’s resolution to refer the naval appropriation 
bill to the Committee on Naval Affairs, was taken 


BILLS PASSED. 
The following bills were then severally consid- || 


by unanimous consent, and passed: 


An act for the relief of William Lawson. 
Bill for the issuing of patents in certain cases, 


' 

ill concerning taking official oaths in the Dis- | 
trict of Columbia. é ; 

An act for the relief of Edna Hickman, wife of 


‘| Alexander D. Peck. | 


| 


The bill supplemental to an act passed the 9th tl 


|| July, 1846, entitled ** An act to retrocede the coun- | 
take in extending slave territory, we are repro- || 


| 
| 
| 


In reference to emigration from Europe, he stated || 


that we had, within the last twenty-five years, 
received an addition of one million persons from 
England and Ireland; yet this drain did not di- 
minish the population of these countries, because 
the reproduction was more than equal to the ex- 
haustion. The character of the various races 


|! connected with the duties of his office. 


ty of Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, to || 
the State of Virginia.” 
An act for the relief of Thomas Scott, register 


of the land office at Chilicothe, Ohio, for services | 


SURVEY OF MOUTH OF RED RIVER. 
On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, the || 


|, Senate proceeded to the consideration of the bill to || 


which flocked into our country was a subject well | 


worthy the consideration of the philosophical states- 


\ 


provide for a survey of the mouth of Red river, in || 


the State of Louisiana. ! 


Mr. WESTCOTT moved to lay the bill on the 
© 


LOB 


| Felch, Greene, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Lo 


| 
} 


oS : 


__ Sune 27, 


table, and asked for the yeas and nays which 
were ordered, , ” 


The question having been taken by y 
nays, it was decided in the negative, as follows. 


YEAS—Messrs. Atherton, Bright, Butler, Davis of M 
sissippi, Dickinson, Hamlin, Houston, Hunter, Jolnso a 
Georgia, Lewis, Mason, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee 4 - 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Bradbury Clarke 
Clayton, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dix, Downe’ 
lisiana, 
Sturgeon, Up 


€as and 


Miller, Niles, Phelps, Sebastian, Spi uance, 
derwood, and Upham—22. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed 

Mr. MASON, on leave, introduced a joint reso. 
lution, the object of which was to correct an error 
in the engrossment of abill passed some time since 
for the relief of William B. Slaughter, of Wiscon. 
sin, which consisted in the substitution of the word 
** treasury”’ for * territory,”’ which error had pre. 
vented the settlement of the claim by the account. 
ing officers, The joint resolution was read three 
times and passed. 

On motion of Mr. BELL, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of Executive business, ang 
after a short time, the doors were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, June 27, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 


On motion of Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, leave was 
granted for the withdrawal from the files of the 
House of the petition and papers of Enoch Bald- 
win. 

On motion of Mr. STROHM, leave was given 
to withdraw the papers in the case of Samuel 
Royer. 

On motion of Mr. NEWALL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be aj 
rected to inquire into the expediency of amending the law 
approved April 23, 1808, appropriating annually £200,000 for 
arming the whole militia of the United States and Territo 
ries, so as to increase the same to an amount equal to the 
present wants of the country, and report by bill or other- 
wise. 

Mr. HOLMES, of New York, asked leave to 
introduce a bill to alter and establish the mileage 
of Senators and Representatives in the Congress 
of the United States, of which he had given pre- 
vious notice. 

Mr. WENTWORTH objected to the reception 
of the bill. 

On motion of Mr. HAMPTON, of Penn.: 


Resolved, That George Cochran have leave to withdraw 


| his papers from the files of this House relating to his claim 
| against the United States. 


Mr. S. LAWRENCE asked and obtained leave 


| to introduce a bill, of which previous notice had 


been given, to revive and amend the act entitled 


| ** An act granting bounties in land and extra pay 


to certain Canadian volunteers,’’ approved March 5, 
1816. 

Mr. McILVAINE, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported a bill to provide for the or- 
vanization of an Indian territory west of the 
Mississippi river. Read and committed. 


Mr. EMBREE asked leave to introduce a bill, 
of which previous notice had been given, granting 


| to the State of Indiana the right of way and a do- 
_ nation of public land for making a railroad from 
| New Albany to the Wabash river, opposite Mount 


Carmel. Read and referred to the Committee on 


| Public Lands. 


On motion of Mr. HILLIARD, the Committee 
of the Whole was discharged from the bill of the 
House to change the place of holding the district 
court for the middle district of Alabama, and it 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


On motion of Mr. KAUFMAN, the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the bill 
giving the consent of the Government of the United 
States to the State of Texas to extend her eastern 
boundary so as to include within her limits one- 
half of Sabine Pass, Sabine Lake, and Sabine river, 
as far north as the 32d degree of north latitude. _ 

The House then proceeded to consider the said 
bill, when the same was ordered to be engrossed; 
and being engrossed, was read a third time, passed, 
and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. STEPHENS, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred Senate bill! for the 
relief of the bona fide settlers under the act for the 
armed occupation and settlement of a part of the 


18 
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Territory of Florida, reported the same back to 
‘ie House without amendment. 
“The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
yime, and was read a third time, and passed, and 
returned to the Senate. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
fom the Clerk of the House of Representatives, 
acknowledging the receipt of certain books ad- 
dressed “* To the Chamber of Deputies of the United | 
cates of America, Washington.” 
The books, fifteen in number, are handsomely | 
pound, and mostly printed in the Greek language, 
and are presented by the Government of Greece 
to the House of Representatives of the United | 
States. 

The letter was read and referred to the Commit- 
twee on the Library. 


THE NATIONAL FINANCES. 


Mr. HUNT calling for the order of business— | 

The SPEAKER announced the report of the 
Committee on Public Expenditures on the annual 
report and statement of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury on the state of the finances, and the minority 
report of the same committee on the same subject, 
as the business in order. 

On this subject Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connec- | 
ticut, addressed the House in a speech which oc- | 
cupied nearly an hour in its delivery, and which 
will be given in the Appendix. {| 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 


The House, on motion of Mr. VINTON, resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Root, of Ohio, in the chair,) and 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill making 
appropriations for civiland diplomatic expenses of 
Government for the year ending June 30, 1849. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, resumed 
the debate this morning, and finished the speech 
which he commenced yesterday. He treated largely | 
on the novel position of a large political party in 
this country, which, when free institutions were 
progressing in the world, was making a retrograde | 
movement, by the abandonment of their principles | 
and rallying under the banner of a military chief- 
tain, whose principles were concealed from public 
examination, as was the person of the veiled 
prophet from the gaze of his worshippers. His | 
remarks likewise embraced other general topics. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Massachusetts, occupied || 
his hour with an argument on the subject of free | 
territory and the power of the General Government 
over slavery therein. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, read a writ- 
ten argument on the same subject. 

Mr. BRADY entered upon an examination of 
the purposes of this Administration as developed | 
by recently published documents in connection | 
with the Frémont court martial, which, he said, | 
were palpably to create a revolution in California 
by means of American officers for the acquisition 
ofthat Territory. He also discussed some posi- | 
tions assumed by Mr. Tuompson, his colleague, 
in relation to the United States Bank and the 
ground assumed by parties thereon. 

: 5 ig speeches will be published in the Appen- 
IX. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, next obtained 
the floor, but he gave way to a motion that the 
committee rise; which being agreed to, the com- 
mittee rose and reported progress. 


The resolution to explain an act passed 24th of | 
June, 1848, entitled * An act for the relief of Wil- 
liam B, Slaughter, late Secretary of the Territory 
of Wisconsin,”? was taken up, read a third time, 
and passed. ; 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, gave notice that at an 
early day he would ask leave to introduce a bill to 
surrender to the State of Indiana so much of the | 
Cumberland road as lies within said State. 

And then the House adjourned. 








PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred: 


a Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina: The petition of 
ratio Fiteh, praying to have certain arrearages of pensions | 
Which have been withheld from him paid over. } 
‘ By Mr. ABBOTT: The petition of Leonard Woods and | 
: Xty-one others, officers and students of Theological Semi- 
vary of Andover, Massachusetts, praying that ordinary letter 


| 


Postage be reduced to two cents i iv: | i 
0 cents, and that the franking priv had not as yetreported. He said, he had thought | 


‘' it due to the general expression of the country that ' 


Hege now enjoyed by members of Con 


were be commuted | 
Fan lacrease of pecuniary compensation. 


i! eral States of the Union. 
| morial, Mr. D. said: 


By Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 
Henry Bears. 
By Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi: The petition and 


| accompanying papers of Wyott Eppes, asking the payment 


of a bill of cost allowed by the District Judge of the United 
States for the State of Mississippi. 
By Mr. CHAPMAN: Four memorials of the Hon. Wm. 


' Cranch, Charles Wilkes, Joseph H. Bradley, and many” 


other citizens of Washington, asking an appropriation to 
remove nuisances from the public grounds in the city. 

Ry Mr. HUNT: The petition of the officers and students 
of Geneva College in favor of abolishing the franking priv- 
ilege, and reducing letter postage to a uniform rate of two 
cents. 

By Mr. LUMPKIN: The memorial of William Y. Han- 
sell, William H. Underwood, and the representatives of 
Samuel Rockwell, deceased, attorneys and counsellors for 
the Cherokee nation, praying that Congress do make provis 


| ion, by law, for the early payment of the respective claims, 


according to the amounts awarded by the referees; which 
award was made under the authority of the Government of 
the United States. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, June 27, 1848. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Committee of 
Arrangements, addressed to the Vice President and 
Senators, inviting them to attend the ceremony of 
laying the corner-stone of the Washington Monu- 
ment on the 4th of Julv next. . 

On motion of Mr. CLAYTON, it was resolved 
that the Senate do attend the same. 


Mr. DIX presented a memorial from Miss D. 


\| §. Dix, asking an appropriation to provide for the 


relief and support of the indigent insane in the sev- 
In presenting the me- 


I rise, Mr. President, to present a memorial from 
Miss Dix, who is well known to the American pub- 
lic for her disinterested efforts in ameliorating the 
condition of the indigent insane. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


For many years | 

| her time, her health, and her pecuniary means 

_ have been freely spent in this charitable service. 
Through her perseverence, and through the impres- | 


sion produced by the information which she has | 


gathered. institutions have been reared in different 
parts of the country. The wealthy have contrib- 
uted from their abundance, and States laboring 


| under heavy burdens of debt have heavily taxed 
themselves for the relief of a class which, of all | 


others, has the strongest claim to our sympathy 
and support. 
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some action should be taken by Congress on the 
subject. 

Mr. BREESE defended the Committee on the 
Public Lands, on the ground of the magnitude and 
importance of the subject, and said they were not 
prepared to report a bill; but that a report had been 
made at some length at a prior session, and the 
committee had been waiting to prepare some plan 
which might insure suecess to the undertaking. 

The bill was then referred to a select committee, 
to be appointed by the Chair, when the following 
gentlemen were named: Messrs. Nites, Corwin, 
Lewis, Drx, and Fe.cnu. 

Mr. BENTON obtained the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to introduce a joint resolution in rela- 
tion to the naval pension of John McGarr; which 
was read twice and referred. 


The resolution submitted several weeks since by 
Mr. Jounson, of Maryland, calling on the Prest- 
dent for the names of such military officers as had 
been appointed by the President and not yet sub- 
mitted to the Senate, came up for consideration; 
when— =) 

Mr. JOHNSON desired that it might lie over. 
He desired, at some future period, to reply to the 
remarks of the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Atten,] 
he, unfortunately, not being present when they 
were delivered. 

The resolution was laid over. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
Westcort, relative to the claim of Jones & Bo- 
ker, was taken up, and referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


r OREGON BILL. 

Mr. BRIGHT moved that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of the bill to establish a Ter- 
ritorial Government in Oregon; which motion was 
agreed to; and Mr. B. alluded to the fact that he 
had at an early day moved to strike out the twelfth 
section of the bill, with a view to avoid the dis- 
cussion which he saw was likely to ensue; but it 
not appearing likely to be the case, he had subse- 
quently withdrawn the motion. It had, however, 


| been renewed by the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. 


The memorialist asks that a portion of the pub- | 


‘lie lands may be appropriated for the purpose of 


affording relief and support to this unhappy class | 


in each State of the Union. Her memorial con- 
tains a mass of interesting and instructive inform- 
ation, derived partly from public sources, and 
founded partly on her own personal observation; 


_and her application is supported by reasonings 


and facts which cannot fail to make a strong im- 


‘| pression on the mind and the feelings. 


It is due to her to say that she comes before the 


| Senate with the greatest reluctance, but that she 


has yielded to a sense of duty, which has over- 
ruled all personal considerations, in behalf of the 
cause of humanity, which she pleads. 

I will read to the Senate a very few passages 
from the closing pages of the memorial. 

Here Mr. D. read a part of the memorial.] 

ask, Mr. President, that this memorial may 

| be printed. Its object is purely public, and its 
purpose is coextensive with the universality of the 
moral disease which it aims to relieve. It does 
not concern one State alone, but all. And, in view 
of the importance of the subject, I also ask that it 
may be referred to a select committee, to be ap- 
| pointed by the Presiding Officer of the Senate. 
| The motion having been agreed to, the Chair 
| named Messrs. Dix, Benton, Bett, HanneGan, 
| and Davis, of Massachusetts. 
| On motion, five thousand extra copies of the 
_ memorial were ordered to be printed. 


|| Berrien,} which had led to so much discussion. 
|The Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Davis} had 


also proposed an amendment, which involved an- 
other question of equal delicacy. Under these cir- 
cumstances, he felt it his duty to lay before the 
Senate an amendment which, though it would not 
satisfy the entire country, (for there were some 
determined not to be satisfied,) might yet restore 


| peace to our distracted counsels on a subject which 
| menaced the very safety of the Union. ‘The amend- 


| ment was bottomed on the Missouri compromise. - - 


Mr. B. then sent to the Chair the following 
amendment, which, on motion of Mr. TURNEY, 


| was ordered to be printed: 


Mr. NILES obtained the unanimous consent of | 


the Senate to introduce a bill to set apart and sell 


|| to Asa Whitney, of New York, a portion of the 
| public lands, to enable him to construct a railroad 


| from Lake Michigan to the Pacific Ocean. 


| Mr. N. briefly addressed the Senate upon the 


_ subject, but it was impossible to hear him in the 
| gallery. He alluded to the fact of the numerous 
_ memorials that had been presented from individ- 
| uals, State Legislatures, &c., and referred to the 
, Committee on the Public Lands, which committee 


And he it further enacted, ‘That in all the “Territories 
owned by the United States, including Oregon, New Mext- 
co, and Upper Calitornia, which lies north of 36° 30 north 


| latitude, slavery and involuntary servitude, otherwise than 


in the punishment of crimes whereof the parties shall have 
| been duly convicted, shall be and is hereby forever probib- 
| ited: Provided, always, That any person escaping into the 
same whose labor or service is lawfully claimed in any State 
or Territory of the United States, such fugitive may be law- 
fully reclaimed and conveyed to the person claiming his or 
| her labor or service as aforesaid. 
| Mr. BERRIEN was not disposed to rest under 
| the charge of having been the means of bringing 
| about this protracted discussion. ‘The twe!fth sec- 
| tion was put in the bill by the committee, and the 
| Senator from Indiana, on the ground of a spirit to 
| conciliate, had moved to strike it out. If he had 
| persevered, the vote would have been taken silent- 

3 and no discussion have ensued. He (Mr. B.) 
) had made the same motion, in the same spirit and 
| with the same feelings, and had expressed at the 
time the hope that there might be no debate; and, 
| in manifestation of his honesty of purpose, had not 
| offered a word in support of the motion, content- 
| ing himself simply with demanding the yeas and 
nays. The fault, therefore, must lie at the door of 
the Senator, and not with him. He concurred en- 
tirely with the views entertained by the Senator 
from Indiana, and felt with him that the subject 
was one that deeply menaced the safety of the 
Union. 

Mr. BRIGHT hoped he was not understood as 

meaning to censure the Senator from Georgia. He 

ertainly had no such intention. 

Mr. CALHOUN rose and said the slave States 

asked for nothing. They were willing to leave the 
Territories free for all to settle there, so long as 
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they temained Territories. The non-slaveholding 
States desired to have a monopoly in the Territo- 
ries, to exclude slavery, and even to control the 
States after they have ceased to be Territories.# — 

The amendment of the Senator from Mississippi 
embraced the southern view of throwing open the 
Territories to all. 
great question calmly, without yielding any right 
which the South ought to claim. He disclaimed 
party and sectional influences. He regarded this 
question as one far transcending the Presidential 
question. He would discuss the subject fairly and 
calmly. “The first question is, have the non-slave- 
holding States the power claimed by them in the 
twelfth section? Where do they get the power? 
Slave property was the only description of property 
recognized by the Constitution, and if we disturb 
this pro erty, it is a denial that the Constitution 
intended there should be an equality between all 
the States. 
gin cannot be found anywhere else, it must be 
looked for in the constitutional compact. 
told that this Government has 
over the Territories. 


n absolute control 
If so, he admitted that this 


He proposed to discuss this | 


if the power exists at all, and its ori- | 


Weare | 


embraced the power to exclude or admit slavery. | 


But where was the power to be found? He denied 
that it was to be found in the clause giving Con- 


gress power over the Territories, as asserted by the | 


Senator from New York, [Mr. Dix.] That merely 
gave power over the land, not over the population. 
Tle went into a critical examination of the language 
of the clause, and care to the conclusion that it 
conferred nothing like governmental power. He 
then referred to the clause giving Congress power 
over this District and over navy-yards and arsenals. 
If the Constitution had in the first clause given 
governmental power over territory, why was it 
necessary Co introduce another clause, giving special 
legislauion over the Districtof Columbia, and navy- 
yards and arsenals? 

Sovereignty, so far as this District is concerned, 
remains in Maryland. She has, by her cession, 
given the power of legislauon to Congress, but the 
sovereignty has not been ceded. He contended, 
therefore, that the Constitution conferred no sov- 
ereignty in the United Stutes in relation to Terri- 
tories. He relied on these general views as an- 


swering the arguments and precedents brought | 


forward by the Senator from New York. 
would glance at one or two of them, 

In reference to the first act quoted by the Sena- 
tor from New York, it could not be considered as 
a precedent, because the old Confederation was then 
in the arms of death. He went into a historical 
view of the ordinance of 1787, and of the proceed- 
ings of the Convention thereupon; also of the pro- 
ceedings of Congress and of the compromise which 
subsequently took place. The South had faithfully 
fulfilled her part of the compact. 
that this could not be said of the people of the 
northern States, except Illinois, whisk, to her 
honor, had remained faithful. Individuals had or- 
ganized themselves into a power to control slave 
property in Ohio. 


But he 


He was sorry | 


{Here some explanations took place, in which | 


Mr. CORWIN denied that there was any law or 
corporation of individuals in Ohio which interfered 
with that kind of property.] 

Mr. C. resumed, with a declaration that no charge 
could be made against the South of any violation 
of the compact. He quoted the language of Mr. 
Jefferson in a letter to Mr. Adams, in which he 
stated that all the other agitating questions of the 
day were of little importance. They were billows 
which would pass under the ship, but the Missouri 
question was a breaker. [He sent the letier ad- 
dressed by Mr. Jefferson to Senator Holmes to the 
Secretary to be read.] In the face of such senti- 
ments, the name of Jefferson is used as a basis on 
which to build up an opposite policy. Having dis- 


posed of all the precedents which had been brought | 
forward, he would now come to the question, Has | 


Congress power over the Territories ? 

He admitted that Congress has power. Whence 
was it acquired? It appertains to the power of 
acquiring territory. It is involved in, embraced 
in, the power of acquisition. That we have the 
right of acquiring territory, he admitted. 
longed to the war power. If any Senator differed 
with him as to the origin of the power, it is of no 
consequence. 
ritories. It is not an absolute power. It does not 
follow that because absolute power is exclusive 
power, therefore exclusive power is absolute power. 


It be- | 


But itis the sole power in the Ter- | 


- _ THE CONGRESSIO 


' ners with you in this great political compact, from 





The power of Congress is not absolute in the Ter- |, of power for its own preservation. Instead of ey 


ritories. Itis limited. We are trustees to admin- 
ister the benefits of government to the Territories. 
All trust powers are limited by the nature and 
object of the trust. To whom does the property 
belong? To the United States. Who are the 
United States? The States in their sovereign and 
independent character. There is no right in the | 
Government of the United States to make a dis- 
crimination between the citizens of one State and 
those of another. 

It had been said that the Territories had the 
right to control the question. He denied that Ter- 
ritories had any more possession of absolute power 
over the subject than Congress had. If neither 
Congress nor the Territories have the power to ex- 
clude slavery, what power has? It has been said, 
the laws of nations. He went into a close investi- 
gation of this point in the argument, in order to 
prove that it was not a sustainable one. 

He had thus shown that the non-slaveholding 
States had no power to exclude the southern States 
from going with their property into the Territories. 
But even if they had the power, could they right- | 
fully and justly exercise it? He put the question | 
to the northern Senators, Can you justly, right- 
fully, intermeddle with the subject? Can you ex- | 
clude the southern States, which are equally part- | 


passing into the Territories? He alluded to the 
fundamental sources from which the rights of the 
southern States were derived—the purchase of 
Louisiana, of the Floridas, and of the discoveries | 


of Captain Gray, and of Lewis and Clarke. They || 


were all paid for out of acommon fund. In private 
life any attempt to defraud a partner would be met 
by proper execration. And would not the same 
rule apply to the States? Did not the same rule 
which 1s good for thirty be equally good for thirty | 


' millions? 


, they have wofully degenerated. The ques.ion was 


These questions go to the heart, not to the head; | 
and if they are decided wrong, they are a proof of | 
malformation, of the existence of prejudices too 
deep to be removed. He asked the Senators from | 
the North to come forward and show their regard | 
to the South by voting for the amendment of the | 
Senator from Mississippi, and thus admit the | 
South to a participation in the benefits of the com- | 
mon fund. If the northern Senators refuse this, 


capable of settlement, and, although the Presiden- | 


| tial question was now agitating the public mind, 


| he did not see that this should prevent it. 


| now feel that there is a power overriding every 
other question, which will make itself felt. 


| phrase in the Declaration of Independence, although 


denied that man ought to be 


This | 


is, in fact, the very time to settle it, as all must 


The 
only way to settle the question is to leave it to the 
country. It was a great mistake to suppose that | 
the white laborer was disgraced in the South by 
associating with slave labor. There were but two 
kinds of labor in the South which were a. 


as disgraceful—that of a body servant, or a domes- || 


tic servant. To neither of these would a southern 
white man stoop; and he hoped the time would 
never come when the white man of the South 
would brush a coat or clean a pair of boots. The 


labor of every white man in every other respect 
was highly appreciated. 


He feared that a perseverance in wrong would || 


entirely alienate the South. He commented on | 
the phrase, “all men are born free and equal.” 
He considered that there had never been a propo- 
sition of such dangerous import, or which had been 
so misunderstood, or been productive of so much 
evil. Men are not born—infants are born. Infants | 
are not born free and equal; they are subject to | 
their parents. He denied that there was any such 


there was something like it. ‘ All men are created 
equal,”” 
created, one man and one woman; and the woman 
was inferior to the man. Locke and Sidney gave 
the idea ** all men are free in a state of nature.’ | 
This he considered as a hypothetical truism. He 
regarded in any other 
than a political character, That, surely, could 
not be natural which is repugnant to our feelings. 


There are rights which belong to man, and which || 


may be called natural, and these, when they come | 
in conflict with political rights, assume the ascend- | 
ency. Civil rights he regarded as the highest | 
order of rights. What we call liberty isa different | 
thing in different states of society. 
to invest government with an extraordinary amount 





NAL GLOBE. 


Men are not created; there were but two || 





: ‘ of every 
man having a right to equal liberty, nothing can 


| be more unequal than the quantum of liber 


assigned to every individual. He regarded the 
| axiom that all men are free and equal, as producins 
| disastrous effects abroad at this moment, and as 

likely to plunge Europe in a state of hopeless an. 
archy, which would terminate in military despo- 
tism. 

Mr. BERRIEN regarded the points made by 
the Senator from South Carolina as of so much 
importance as to require some consideration. He 
therefore moved that by common consent the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill should be postponed 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. HALE made an effort to convict the Sena. 
tor from South Carolina of an error as to the votes 
_ by which the Missouri compromise had been forced 

on the country, but it was suggested that he had 
| taken up the wrong question for his illustration, 
The further consideration of the bill was then 
| postponed till to-morrow. 


THE POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill making 
appropriations for the Post Office Department for 
the year ending 30th June, 1849. 

The bill having been amended on motion of Mr, 
BERRIEN— 

Mr. BADGER moved further to amend it by 
adding the joint resolution which had passed the 
Senate in relation to restoring the great southern 
mail to its legitimate route, via Aquia Creek and 
Fredericksburg. 

On this motion a long debate ensued, when the 
| question was taken by yeas and nays, and decided 
| in the negative, as follows: 


| YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Berrien, Clarke, Clayton, Cor- 
| win, Davis of Massachusetts, Greene, Houston, Johnson of 

Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Miller, Rusk, Spruance, 
and Underwood—l4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Benton, Bor- 
land, Bradbury, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cameron, Davis of 
Mississippi, Dickinson, Dix, Downs, Felch, Foote, Hamlin, 
Haunegan, Johnson of Georgia, Lewis, Niles, Phelps, Stur- 
geon, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—27, 


The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, 
and the bill was subsequently read a third time, by 
unanimous consent, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. RUSK, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of Executive business, and, 
after a short time, the doors were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, June 28, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, asked the 
general consent to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House the amount of extra 
compensation paid to Lewis Cass, over and above his regular 
and fixed salary, whilst in the service of the United States. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, objected, unless the 
resolution was so modified as to include also all 
| moneys paid General Taylor since his entrance 
into the service of the Government. 

Mr. STEWART said the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee could move to amend the resolution. 

Mr. JONES declined to move to amend the res- 
olution. 

Mr. STEWART said that, for the sake of pleas- 
| ing gentlemen, he would accept the amendment, so 
as to call ‘for all the extra pay allowed General 
Taylor since his entrance into the service of the 
United States.’’ 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, wanted the resolu- 
tion so modified as to call for a statement of all 
| money paid General Taylor since he entered the 
service of the Government. 

Much confasion here prevailed. : 

Mr. STEWART modified his resolution by 
adding to it the following: 

And also the amount of extra compensation paid to 
Zachary Taylor, over and above his regular and fixed salary, 
whilst in the service of the United States; and the said 
| statement shall include also the whole amount of money 
paid to each. 

Mr. SIMS objected to the reception of the reso- 
| lution. 
| Mr. STEWART gave notice that he would re- 

new his motion on Monday; and, if objection 








| were then made, he would move a suspension of 
t is necessary | the rules for the purpose of obtaining an opportu- 


nity to offer the resolution. 
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fr. JONES, of Tennessee, said he had pre- | 
ared a resolution, to which he hoped no objection 


Mr. Hepes.) Wesfeel no apprehenBions what- 
would be interposed, It was read, as follows: 


ever. ’ 
Resolved, That the President be ommend oe cause to be The previous question was then seconded, and, 
ished to this House a statement of all the moneys re- | ynd : ° eniiende:S J 
woetively received from the treasury by General Lewis ¢f the operation thereof, Mr. Rockweu’s rea 


(ass and General Zachary Taylor, for regular and extra ser- 
yices, from their first entrance into the public service to the 
present ume, designating the service for which each sum 
was paid. 

Mr. WICK suggested to Mr. Jones to include 
all moneys paid Mr, Van Buren. 

Mr. STEPHENS requested Mr. Jones to mod- | 
ify his resolution by adding the words, ‘ desig- 
nating extra from regular pay.”? 

Mr. DUNCAN, of Ohio, objecting, the resolu- 


tion was not received. 


On motion of Mr. STANTON, it was 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency @f establishing a collection 
district in that part of Tennessee which borders on the Mis- 
sissippi river, with aport of entry at Memphis, and to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. MEADE, it was 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General communicate to 
this House, at as early a day as practicable, a statement 
showing the expenditures and receipts on account of the 
mail, in each State and Territory of this Union, for the last 
ten years, including the present fiscal year. 


|| Arms could divert an appropriation in his hands 

Mr. McILVAINE asked leave to offer a reso- || for other purposes than those for which the ap- 

lution directing the Committee on Printing to in- || propriation was made. Having made this expla- 

quire into the expediency of printing ten thousand || nation, he withdrew the motion to reconsider, and 

copies extra of the report accompanying the bill || suggested to the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. 
to organize an Indian Territory west of the Mis- || 


, Jounson] that he should endeavor to get the pay- 
sissippi river. Objected to. } 6 sited 


|| t fi th ti t fund, 
ie, BOWLAN asewad that ths sedshisée ofthe || “ans tothe TL 


AD rat OF | Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, asked the House 

Senate authorizing and directing the renewal of || to permit the resolution to be so modified as to di- 

the contract for carrying the southern mail be taken |! rect the payment from the contingent fund. 

up. . : The modification was made by general consent. 

Mr. HUNT called for the order of business. Mr. CABELL called up the motion made by 
THE NATIONAL FINANCES. Mr. Wuirte to reconsider the vote by which was 

The House resumed the consideration of the | 


passed the resolution to close the debate in Com- 
report made by Mr. Srronm on the 3st of May || mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union on 


last, from the Committee on Public Expenditures, || Monda next on the bill making appropriations 
on the annual report of the Secretary of the Treas- || for civil and diplomatic expenses of the Govern- 
ury on the finances. | ment for the year ending June 30, 1849, with a 

The question being on the amendment moved || View of offering a resolution to close the debate to- 
by Mr. Coss, of Georgia, to the last resolution || Morrow (Thursday) at two o’clock. , 
reported by the committee, instructing the Com- | Mr. C. remarked that everything was in order in 
mittee on Printing to “inquire into the expediency this discussion, except the merits of the bill itself, 
‘ of printing ten thousand eopies extra of the report || 8nd under the five minutes rule the debate would 
‘of the Committee on Public Expenditures on the || ¥€ confined to the amendments and to the bill. 


| 

| 

‘report of the Secretary of the Treasury,” by | 
| 


olution was agreed to—yeas 137, nays 37. 

The resolutions reported by the committee, as 
thus amended, were then agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms is hereby authorized 
to pay toC. W. Deane, administrator of the estate of A. Yell, 
deceased, the amount of per diem and mileage which shall, 
upon examination, be found to have been due said Vell asa 
member of the 29th Congress. 

Mr. G. W. JONES, at a subsequent part of the 
day, moved a reconsideration of the vote by which 
this resolution was passed. He explained that the 
resolution proposed to pay the balance of the per 
diem and mileage of the late Archibald Yell to his 
administrator, directing the Sergeant-at-Arms of 
this House to pay the same. Now, the money in 
the hands of the Sergeant-at-Arms was placed 
there under an appropriation to pay the members 
of the 30th Congress, whereas the late Mr. Yell 
was a member of the 29th Congress. He would 


adding the following: **And also ten thousand 
‘copies of the views or report of the minority of || 
‘said committee upon the same subject, to be || 
‘printed with the report of the majority;” upon 
whichamendment the previous question was moved 
yesterday — 

The House refused to second the demand for 
the previous question: Ayes 75, noes 86. 

The question was then stated on agreeing to the | 
amendment moved by Mr. Coss, of Georgia; and | 
being put, the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved the 

following, to come in after the first resolution: 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on Public Expenditures be 
instructed to make a thorough examination into the condi- 
tion of the Treasury Department, and especially in relation 
to the treasury notes and loans under the acts of July 22d, 
1846, and January 28th, 1847, and that said committee have 
leave to send for persons and papers, and to employ a clerk 
ai the usual compensation. 

Mr. R. moved the previous question. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, submitted the point of 
order that the resolution was not. germane to any 
of the resolutions reported by the committee, and | 
therefore could not be received as an amendment. | 

The SPEAKER decided that it was germane to | 
the report of the committee, 


| 
| tion to reconsider on the table. Agreed to. 
| 
up the bill to incorporate the Washington Gas- 
| Light Company, which was reported on Friday 
|| last from the Committee of the Whole, with an 
i; amendment. Unless it were now done, (Mr. T. 
|| said,) great inconvenience would be sustained, 
1 inasmuch as the company’s operations would ex- 
ire in the course of two or three days. 

The bill was then taken up, and the amendment 
was read as follows: 

Sec. —. Be it further enacted, That nothing in this act 
contained shall be construed to authorize the said Washing- 
ton Gas-Light Company to make, issue, or putin circulation 


or anything else promising or agreeing to pay money, in- 
tended to circulate as money, or the tendency of which shall 


of the charter herein granted, and a fine of fifty dollars against 
each of the directors voting for the same. 


' 
| 
i 
} 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
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| 
| 
| 








the case. 


for that was upon the || 


be in order if no resolutions had been reported, 
Mr. COBB insisted that the resolutions alone 

had been reported for the action of the House; that 

the previous question, if sustained, would bring |) modified, and that it now contained such a pro- 

the House to a direct vote upon the resolutions, || vision as that to which the gentleman from Ten- 

and that no proposition to amend which was not || nessee referred. 

germane to the resolutions was in order. | : : 
The SPEAKER adhered to his decision, and || ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; 

Overruled the point of order. || and being engrossed, was read a third time and 
Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, su ted | passed. 

that the friends of the poner should ome: no On motion of Mr. MEADE, 


pposition to this measure. They need feel no || Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole House on the 
Pivehensions at an investigation being made. | 


a . | aenee 8 “pn be discharged from = err oan of 
1e SPE . ill of the House to change the times for holding the dis- 
debate waa — panes are a || trict courts of the United States in the western “Detries of 
ae rder, the pre q || Virginia, and for other purposes, und that the same be put 
§ been moved. ' upon ite passage. 


| an amendment which he believed would be satis- 
| factory to the company. 


| 





GLOBE. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia, (in his seat, in reply to 


|| therefore suggest a doubt whether the Sergeant-at- , 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved to lay the mo- | 
Mr. TALLMADGE asked the House to take 


any bill, draft, check, order, promissory note, change-ticket, | 


be to circulate as money or currency; and the violation of | 
any one of the provisions of this section shall be a forfeiture 


Src. —. And he it further enacted, That each of the stock- | 
holders in the Washington Gas-Light Company shall be held | 
liable in his or her individual capacity for ali the debts and || 
liabilities before the court or tribunal having jurisdiction of | 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, said the design of | 


| the amendment was to prevent the company exer- | 


cising banking powers, and to make each individ- || 
slate of the Treasury Department, and it would || ual stockholder liable for its obligations. !t was 


Mr. HENLEY explained that the bill had been 


The amendment was agreed to, and the bill | 


877 


The bill was then read, and the question recurred 
on the engrossment for a third reading. 

Mr. VINTON said he believed that the bill pro- 
posed to increase the salary of the judge of the 
western district of Virginia from $1,600 to $2,500. 
He moved, therefore, to reduce that sum to $1,600. 
That was the salary paid to the judge of Ohio who 
transacted the business of a population of two mil- 
lions of people; and, in short, there was no judge 
in any of the States west of the mountains—Indi- 
ana, Illinois, or Missouri—whose salary exceeded 
$1,600, and he could not see why the judge of the 
western district of Virginia should receive more 
than a judge of Ohio who presided over two mil- 
hons of people. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, said they had but 
one judge in Tennessee, and he held his courts at 
three different places, receiving a salary of $1,500 
a year. He moved to strike out the third section 
of this bill, or that which proposed the payment of 
a salary of $2,500. 

Mr. MEADE hoped the House would indulge 
him ina few remarks, and he thought he could 
prove the justice of this provision. ‘The judge of 
the western district of Virginia in the course of 
a year travelled two thousand two hundred and 
eighty miles on horseback, over a rough country, 
and his saffry was $1,800 in 1819, when he had 
but six courts to hold and one thousand miles to 
travel. His duties, too, had increased since that 
time, from time to time, until now he has eleven 
courts, and is employed six months of every year 
in discharging his duties of a judge. In addition, 
too, he pays his own expenses, for he has no mile- 
age allowed him. Of those expenses the present 
judge had kept an accurate account, and he found 
that they amounted to $400 per annum, reducing 
his salary to $1,200, for doing more business than 
was done in any other district court of the United 
States. The criminal docket of two courts con- 
tains from eighty to one hundred cases per an- 
num. Now, he submitted to the House if the sum 

of $1,200 was sufficient for a judge who held eleven 
| courts a year, who was employed six months out 
_ of twelve in holding them, and who travelled two 
thousand two hundred and eighty miles on horse- 
back, in travelling from one court to another. The 
judge of this district had appeared before a com- 
mittee of the House and stated the nature of the 
| duties he had to perform, and the committee unani- 
mously recommended this increase of his salary. 

Mr. HALL, of New York, interposed to say, 
that he was a member of the committee referred 
to, and he was opposed to the increase of the sal- 
ary of this judge. 





| Mr. MEADE said, probably the gentleman was 


not present at the time the vote was taken, and 
_ therefore he could not know what that gentleman’s 
| Opinions were. But at the time the bill was passed 
| upon in committee he heard no objection to it. 
Mr. ASHMUN thought the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Meave] was perfectly correct. The 
action of the committee was unanimous. He was 
| present himself, and he thought the gentleman 
from New York was not present when the final 
action was taken. He begged further to say, that 
the committee examined the case accurately and 
thoroughly, and, as far as he understood, -— 
were unanimously in favor of increasing this sal- 
a 


ry. 

Mr. MEADE did not believe there were thirty 
votes here to be found that would be against it if 
they were acquainted with all the circumstances of 
the case. He then reiterated the distance the judge 
had to travel, the salary he received, and the amount 
of business he had to transact; and then called the 
attention of the House to the fact, that a judge who 
| resided in the city of Boston received $2,500, who 
|| had no travel at all. He enumerated a list of other 
| judges who received $2,000, $2,500, $1,800, and 
_ even $3,000, some of whom had but a few hundred 

miles to travel by steamboat. He was also under- 
|| stood to say that there was another district judge 
|| in Virginia who received $1,800, who heid but two 
| courts a year, and travelled 150 miles by steam- 
| boat. That judge had not more than one-tenth 
| part of the labor performed by the judge of the 
| western district of Virginia. If gentlemen would 
| take the trouble to inquire into the circumstances 
| of this case, they would find that this was one of 
| the most important Federal districts, and one of the 
|| mostarduous. It was the most difficult to travel over, 
|| and he ventured further to say, that no judge could 
| hereafter be got to-perform the duties of that dis- 
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trict unless the salary should be increased. The 
present judge had been induced to acceptthe judge- 
ship, because he was assured by the judge who 
preceded him—Judve Pennybacker, who left the 
district to take a seat in the United States Senate— 
that he would introduce a bill to increase the sala- 
ry; and if ut were not done, Judge Brockenbrough 
must resign his office from sheer necessity, and no 
man who was fit to discharge the duties would ac- 
ce the aalarv. He hoped the Louse would allow 
this bill to 

Mr. VINTON begged permission to make a 
slight correction of the remarks he made a few 
minutes ago in relation to the remuneration of the 
judges of Ohio and of the western States, They 
received but $1,500, and not $1,600, and for per- 
forming the duties of an entire State; whereas, in 
Virvinia, there were two district judges, each re- 
ceiving a large salary. He knew that in Virginia 
the expenses of the judges wefe not extravagant. 
The people in the western district were a simple 
ople; their modes of living were not expensive. 
‘The gentleman from Virgina said the judges trav- 
elled round their districts, but that, hesupposed, was 
a matter for theirown convenience. ‘The judge of 
Ohio held his courtat but one place, and the people 
engaged mn litigation in the courts of the United 
States were required to go to the seatofgovernment 
of that State. It might bea matter of convenience to 
the people of Virginia that the judge should travel 
round, but it was no reason why this Government 
should pay more to a judge in western Virginia 
than to the one who held his court at Columbus, 
Ohio. 

Mr. MEADE inquired how many days that 
judge sat? 

Mr. VINTON said he could not tell, but he saw 
from the roll of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, that there was three times as much busi- 
ness there from the State of Ohio. in the last few 
years, as from all the State of Virginia. He had 
no objection to the judge of the western district of 
Virginia receiving $2,500 a year, but he was for 
even-handed justice, and he should ask that the 
salary of the judge of Ohio should be increased 
“iso, 

Mr. GOGGIN thought that what the gentleman 
from Ohio had said was conclusive evidence that 
the judge of Ohto got more than he was entitled 
to, but & was not evidence that the judges of Vir- 
ginia got enough. 

Mr. VINTON said, the judge of Ohio was for- 
merly a member of this House; and he had seen 
gentiemen trom Virginia here who were not more 
itelligent than he is, 

Mr. GOGGIN had no doubt there were gentle- 
men here from Ohio, near the line of the State of 
Virginia, who were, perhaps, not as intelligent as 
that judge. Tle had no intention to reflect on the 
gentieman from Ohio, [Mr. Vinwron.] He had 
only risen to say, that this Government should 
give salaries commensurate with the duties and the 
position of its officers. If not, they would drive 
men of talent to the State courts, and they would 
not be able to get a man of even moderate abili- 
ties to preside in the Federal courts. He bestowed 
a flattering eulogy on Judge Brockenbrough, and 
called upon the House to reject the motion to strike 
out, 

Mr. DICK EY moved the previous question, and 
there was a second, 

‘The motion to strike out the third section was 
agreed to, by yeas and nays; the vote being—yeas 
117, hays 40. 

‘The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

Mr. MEADE moved to reconsider the vote or- 
dering the engrossment of the bill, with a view to | 
move its recommitment to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, with instructions so to amend the bill 
as to fix the salary of the judge at two thousand 
dollars. 

Mr. MEADE again stated the large amount of 
labor to be performed by the judge, the extent of 
country over Which he had to travel, the number 
to of the population, the number of courts he had 
hold, and the very great amount of travel he had 
to perform on horseback, &c.; and expressed an | 
earnest hope that the motion to reconsider would 
rrevail, 

Mr. LINCOLN said, he felt unwilling to be 
cither unjust or ungenerous, and he wanted to un- 
derstand the real case of this judicial officer. The 
gentioman from Virginia had stated that he had to | 


pass. 
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hold eleven courts. Now, everybody knew that 
it was not the habit of the district judges of the 
United States in other States to hold anything like 
that number of courts; and he therefore took it for 
granted that this must happen under a peculiar 
law, which required that large number of courts to 
be holden every year; and these laws, he further 
supposed, were passed at the request of the people 
of that judicial district. It came, then, to this: 
that the people in the western district of Virginia 
had got eleven courts to be held among them in 
one year, for their own accommodation; and being 
thus better accommodated than their neighbors 
elsewhere, they wanted their judge to be a little 
better paid. In Illinois, there had been, until the 
present season, but one district court held in the 
year. There were now to be two. Could it be 
that the western district of Virginia furnished more 
business for a judge than the whole State of IIli- 
nois? 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL advocated the motion 
to reconsider at some length and with much ear- 
nestness. He referred to the law of Virginia, 
which imposed an immense amount of business 
on the judge of the western district of Virginia. 
Mr. I. had travelled through a number of the 
States the last season; but in his whole journey 
he encountered no such roads as those over which 
this unfortunate gentleman was destined to travel 
280 miles every year. He held eleven courts, and 
received but $1,600, a sum greatly reduced, too, 
by his travelling expenses, for he was allowed no 
mileage. It was said that this was attributed to 
the law. Ifthe law was wrong, correct it; but as 
long as the law remained which exacted this enor- 
mous amount of service, let the compensation be 
in some fair proportion to the labor rendered. It 
was said that in all Hlinois there had been but one 
district court held in a year. [f a similar rule 
should be enforced in Western Virginia, it would 
amount to a delay, and almost to a denial, of jus- 
tice. The people might break their necks in try- 
ing to get to the court, and after all fail. Our only 
sovereign, under the people, was the law: and the 
ministers of the law were justly entitled to an 
adequate compensation in proportion to the ser- 
vices discharged. In England, not only did judges 
receive a liberal allowance while they continued 
in office, but when, owing to length of service and 
the infirmities of age, they were obliged to retire, 
the law provided for them an ample honorary 
pension during the residue of their days. The 
duties of this bench were sufficient to break down 
a constitution of iron. As an instance of this, he 
referred to the case of Judge Kennedy, of Penn- 
sylvania, who, when he entered on judicial duty, 
was, as he said, “able to handle any man in 
Pennsylvania;’’ but the course of his duties on 
the bench ultimately prostrated his large and pow- 
erful frame, and brought him to a premature 
grave. He referred to the salaries allowed in his 
own State and some others, and warmly pressed 
an increase of the allowance for the bench of 
Western Virginia. 

A statement was now sent to the clerk’s table 
to be read, exhibiting the comparative amount of 
travel, courts held, and distance travelled by all 
the district judges of the United States. 

Mr. VINTON did not know how correct that 
table might be as to the amount of travel; but he 
knew, that so far as Ohio was concerned, it was 
incorrect. A judge residing in Steubenville, and 
required to hold his court in Columbus, was set 
down as having no travel to perform. How he 


got from the one city to the other without travel- || 


ing, Mr. V. did not pretend to understand. He 
was satisfied there were many of our judges who 
did not receive as much as in justice they ought to 
have; but Mr. V. was in favor of a general revis- 
ion and due apportionment of salary, according to 
the service respectively rendered. 

He moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. The motion prevailed; and the 
bill was then read a third time and passed. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 


The House then, on motion of Mr. VINTON, 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Root, of Ohio, in the 
chair,) and proceeded to consider the bill making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expen- 
ses of Government for the year ending June 30, 
1849. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, addressed 





June 28, 


| the committee during his hour, basing his remarks 
_ upon the memorial of the citizens of Cha 
_ for an appropriation of $100,000 for the purchase 
of a site and the erection of a custom-house in tia: 
city, and (notwithstanding the favorable report of 
the engineer in charge) the hostility of the Presi. 
dent thereto, which he ascribed to the genera! hos. 
tility of the Executive to the State of South Caro. 
lina on account of Mr. Calhoun’s thwarting jis 
efforts on the Oregon question, and saving ue from 
a war with England. _ He related some interestiny« 
facts connected with Mr. Calhoun’s course in o,, 
position to 54° 40’, and ascribed to him the credit 
of having turned back the current of public opin- 
ion, lashed into fury by the President’s extrene 
claim to that territory, and having preserved peace, 
He touched mcidentally upon the Mexican wa, 
and expressed the opinion that it was got into and 
recipitated by the rashness of the Presiden. 
| While we were in the war, he had never disputed 
about its propriety, necessity, and expediency, 
but had reserved this expression of his opinion 
until we were out of it. In closing, he paid ay 
eloquent tribute to General Taylor, in his military, 
civil, and social character, and proclaimed his jy. 
tention to support him for the Presidency. 

Mr. SIMS replied with much warmth, and yin- 
dicated the Secretary of the Treasury against the 
| charges made in relation to a custom-house at 
Charleston, and the Executive against an imputa- 
| tion of partiality to one State above another. 

[These speeches will appear in the Appendix.] 

Mr. WOODWARD said, he did not rise for the 
purpose of entering into this debate, but to make 
' some explanation personal to himself. Having 
_ voted with his colleague [Mr. Sims] on the propo- 

sition to increase the appropriation for the repair 

of Fort Moultrie, he could not avoid taking to 
| himself the censure pronounced by his colleague 
{[Mr. Homes} against his colleague [Mr. Sims. | 

Mr. W. said the department had indicated the 
sum necessary for the work, and the proper com- 
mittee had, upon consideration, recommended that 
sum as sufficient. He thought proper to be gov- 
erned by the recommendation of those in whose 
charge the law had placed such matters. He had 
no other reliable source of information. It would 
not be safe, as a rule of conduct here, to look to any 
less responsible source. True, his colleague, [Mr. 
Howmes,] a little before the vote was taken, had 
informed him that some engineer had reported an 
additional sum to be requisite; and although lic 
(Mr. W.) felt all becoming respect for the opin- 
ions of his colleague, [Mr. Hotmes,} and those of 
any engineer he might recommend as worthy of 
confidence, he yet concluded it would be a more 
warrantable course to look to the department and 
| the committee for information, though he con- 
fessed his mind did somewhat hesitate. 

But there was a great mistake in supposing these 
appropriations were for the State of South Caro- 
lina, or for the people of Charleston. They were 
for the public works of the Government. Charles- 
ton is not the proprietor of Fort Moultrie, or of 
the custom-house in that city. The United States 
have a fort near Charleston, and a custom-house 
in Charleston; but appropriations for these struc- 
tures are not, therefore, to be called appropriations 
for South Carolina, These works are the property 
of this Government, and within its jurisdiction. 

He made these remarks, because the language 
of the debate was calculated to produce the im- 
pression on the public that Congress had been 
making an appropriation for the benefit of South 
Carolina. His State had never received any of the 
bounties of this Government, and desired none. 

If his colleague [Mr. H.] had intended to con- 
vey the idea that his State was likely to be infu- 
enced in her course in the Presidential election, by 
the hope of receiving bounties from this Govern- 
ment, in any shape or form, directly or indirectly, 
he took the liberty of saying that gross injustice 
had been done the character of the Siate. He 
| (Mr. W.) felt bound to repudiate the idea that any 
| such hopes would operate upon the State of South 
| Carolina. Jndeed, he did not hesitate to say that, 
other things being equal, the candidate from whom 
| she had most to hope in this respect, would be 
| least apt to get her vote. She is opposed to inter- 
| 
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He did not meza to intimate that there was any- 
thing to choose Sotween parties on this subject. 


|| If he might judge from the votes of members on 
| a late bill, vetoed twice by the President, and after- 
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KS ; principle which applies to the common property of 
on (yrds and twenty over, there was little to hope | to urge on all the propriety of letting the Southalone, | a corporation was applicable to the Government; ‘ on 
a from either party on this subject. But he repeated and leaving it to enjoy its domestic institutions with- the United States being a great corporation, and rf 
hes what he said in a speech two years ago: if we | outinterruption. But reluctant as he was to gointo — the people of the United States the members, while 4 , 
of must choose between schemes, he would prefer the | the discussion, it was forced on him, and he would | the soil of the United States is the common prop- es 
Si- oeneral to the partial system. meet it, The twelfth section of the bill prohibits | erty in which every citizen has a right to an equal tt 
nS- > But he apprehended the Govergment would | slavery in the Territory of Oregon, not in direct | participancy. ‘ 
ia, have little money to bestow the next twenty- | terms, but in its effect. It was precisely the same | _ Entertaining this view, he denied the power of ‘ 
his years. Whichever party came into power, there | as extending to Oregon the ordinance of 1787, or | Congress to prohibit any citizen from taking any S 
m would be little else for the Government to do but declaring, in fact, that slavery should be prohibited portion of his property into any of the Sutes. No ; 
ng raise money, and little for the people to do but pay || in that Territory. He denied the power of Con- | citizen could be prevented from taking his _prop- 
p= taxes. He doubted whether import duties would _ gress to do this, and to an argument on that point | erty into any State. There is no power in the 
dit prove equal to the discharge of the public debt, at | he addressed himself. ; Government to enforce any such prohibition, nor 
in. all, without other resources. He denied the existence of this power in Con- | in the State governments to prevent any citizen of 
ne Ifa proper oceasion should offer, he should un- | gress, and even if it existed, he asked if it was | another State from bringing his property with 
e, dertake to show that it will require the greatest | prudent or wise to carry it out? He replied tothe | him. The only ground on which the opponents 
ir, fscal and financial skill, supported by rigid econo- | argument of the Senator from New York, [Mr. | of this doctrine can make a stand, is that taken by 
nd my and judicious retrenchment, to discharge the || Dix,] founded on the derivation of the power trom || the Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. Nives,] that a 
at. nublic debt in twenty-five years; even supposing, | the clause in the Constitution which gives to Con- || slave is not property. In answer to this, he con- 
ed what is hardly supposable, that during that long | gress power over the Territories of the Union. He |) tended that the slave was as perfectly the property 
yy period, no further debt will be contracted. || contended that the view of this question taken by | of his owner, as is any other kind of property he 
on Mr. POLLOCK next obtained the floor, but | the Senator from South Carolina was unanswer- possesses. It is, to be sure, a qualified right of 
aN) cave way to a motion to rise, and the committee | able, and that the references made by the Senator | property which he holds, because he is restrained 
y; rose and reported progress. || from New York to cotemporaneous authority and || from destroying or injuring this property. Ifa 
n- Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, asked the unani- | other decisions, proved that he himself felt the | master is entitled to the labor of an apprentice, 
mous consent of the Elouse to submit the following | weakness of his position. The language quoted | surely the owner of a slave has at least as vood a 
n- resolution: | by the Senator from the 38th and 43d chapters of | title to the labor of his slave. If an apprentice 
he Resolved, That the Committee on Patents be, and they || the Federalist, written by Mr. Madison, he re- || runs away, he can be taken, or his master may 
at are hereby, authorized and required to send for persons and || garded as having been entirely misunderstood or || carry him with him into any other State; but this 
a- a 7 Ped nestonthe Peceteamieuet entation, | eweriie in reference to this question. But the | will not apply to the slave and his owner, accord- 
jr granting letters patent to Thornton Grimsley for an im- || Senator from New York looked principally to | ing to the construction of many. _ 
} provement in the manufacture of dragoon saddies, when at | legislative precedents and judicial decisions to sus- _The property of the master in his slave is recog- 
ie the same time (is Flee saieeicedicnneanlne ' tain him, and he, (Mr. B..) from the same author- | nized by the Constitution, and cannot be destroyed 
ce p etameyr pecones ipso yp oslge ts avd at the tine | Hes, had come toa directly antagonist conclusion, | by the action of any State. To show this, he 
\ of said Grimsley’s application, and for which letters patent || He insisted that there was nothing in the ordinance | quoted from the Constitution. ‘The proprietary 
0- were issued to said Grimsley without due notice being | of 1787 to affect in any way the question of the | right of the owner in his slave is not only recog- 
ir given to said Thistle, as required by law in such cases; and || nower of Congress to inhibit slavery in the Terri- || nized in the slave States, but even in those States 
to ewe nds tema ch ie tas | tories. Virginia was the uncontested proprietor || the laws of which inhibit slavery. To the argu- 
ie r ane . | of the sovereignty and the soil of the Northwestera || ment of the Senator from Connecticut, that no 
Objections were made; and, on motion, | Territory, and had the power to abolish slavery | master could retain his slave after the latter had set 
e The House adjourned. in the Territory while it remained in her posses- | his foot on board a vessel—when under the protec- 
ns |; sion. When she made the cession of the territory | tion of the stars and stripes, he became free—Mr. 
at IN SENATE. to the United States, she transferred all her pow- || B. opposed the existence of the law to regulate the 
> ers of sovereignty; and when Congress afterwards || transportation of slaves. He regretted that the 
¢ Wepnespay, June 28, 1848. _ recognized the ordinance of 1787 and its validity, || eagerness of those who opposed slavery led them 
d Mr. MASON, from the Committee of Claims, || it affirmed no such power as had been assigned to | into so many errors of fact and argument. 
ld reported a bill for the relief of George Poindexter; || it by the Senator from New York, but merely Mr. B. then proceeded to ask, even if we had the 
y which was read a first time. | adapted that ordinance to the new form which the power to inhibit slavery, if it would be an act of 3 
r. Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Pub- || government of the Territory had assumed. By | wisdom and prudence to exercise it? This ques- if 
id lic Lands, reported a bill to revive an act authori- || carrying out the ordinance to the new States formed | tion he met with a direct negative. He answered at 
n zing certain soldiers in the late war with Great || out of that territory, it merely carried out the ori- || the various propositions put forth by the Senator f. 
ic Britain to surrender bounty lands drawn by them, || ginal understanding of the framers of the clause || from New York as to the effect of an extension of oS 
= and to locate others in lieu thereof. || concerning territory in the Constitution. He re- | the slave population in increasing the race. The a 
of On motion of Mr. B., this bill was considered || garded the authority of these legislative precedents | ground of humanity was then entirely abandoned. a‘ 
of in Committee of the Whole and passed. || vanished as the mist of the morning. He defended the slaveholders from the imputations 
re Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com-!, As to the judicial decisions, startled as he con- || cast upon them when their antagonists affected 
id mittee on Pensions, reported the following House || fessed himself to have been, by the great stress laid | such a holy horror of slavery. If these persons 
\- bills without amendment: An act for the relief of || on them when introduced, he was entirely relieved ,; were right, then (said Mr. B.) we who live in the 
Jonathan Slyter, and for the relief of William | on investigating the facts, The case of McCul-!, midst of slaves must be mere outcasts from those 
se Parker. || loch vs. the State of Maryland had no bearing on | principles of humanity which they affect to feel. 
> Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Pensions, || the question. That of the Cherokee Indians vs. | Yet southern citizens are not behind their north- 
re made an adverse report on the memorial of Isaac || the State of Georgia was still more alien. In all | ern brethren in the discharge of their civil and re- 
S- Davenport. the judicial decisions quoted by the Senator from | ligious obligations, in the duty which they owe to 
of On motion of Mr. BREESE, the Senate pro- || New York, the principles for which he (Mr. B.) | their fellow-creaturesand theirGod. Hedeprecated 
8 ceeded to consider the bill for the relief of such || contended, were sustained, viz: that the United | the ignorance in which such erroneous statements 
e persons as may have incurred disabilities in the || States had power to dispose of the soil, but not the || had their origin. He regretted that northern gen- 
Post Office Department, under the twenty-eighth || people of the Territories, veer fell short entirely | tlemen did not pause before they mingled these 
18 rection of the act for the better organization of the || of establishing the positions laid down by the Sen- | falsehoods in the elements of their children’s edu- 
y Post Office Department, approved July, 1836. || ator from New York. || cation, to such an extent, that the rising genera- 
At the suggestion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Mary- || There are three opinions prevalent on the sub- || tion grew up with a growing hatred of the institu- 
re land, Mr. BREESE submitted an amendment re- | ject of Territories: | tion and of those to whom it belongs. ci 
- quiring the Postmaster General to report all cases | Ist. That Congress lias power over the Territo- | He descanied on the character and condition of 
n in which relief was granted, to Congress; and the || ries to regulate all matters therein. || the slave—on the protection which legal and moral 
h amendment beings agreed to, the bill was read a | 2d. That this power is in the Territorial Legis- | codes drew around theia—on the attachment which 
e third time and passed. i| lature. ’ existed between the master and his slave—on the 
On motion of Mr. BORLAND, the bill for the || 3d. That it belongs to neither Congress nor the | affection of the white child to its black nurse, and 
- relief of Jonathan Fitzwalter was taken up, con- || Territorial Legislature, but to the people of the | to the colored boys with which it has sported in 
1 sidered, and passed. Territory until they reach a definite number. the sunny hours of infancy. 
y The joint resolution from the House in relation || ‘To the first he replied that it was not so designed. || He referred to the use of the existing prejudices 
\- to a naval pension to John McGarr, was read a || To the second, that it involved an absurdity, be- | against slavery for political effect. He warned 
r, third time and passed. '| cause it denied any power to the scurce from which | Senators from the free States to abstain from pan- 
e On motion of Mr. RUSK, the bill to authorize i the Territorial Legislature derived all its own | dering to the spirit of demagogism, and entreated 
le the President to increase the naval establishment || power. It was the third which he desired, in the || them to stand still, not to touch the subject, but to 
y of the United States was taken up, and made the || name of his constituents, to present to the consid- | leave the institution free to work its own destiny. 
h special order for Thursday, the 6th of July next. || eration of the Senate. Congress unquestionably He glanced at the dangers which threaten us from 
t, had the power to organize a Territorial Govern- || any unwise interference. Atthis moment, when the’ 
m OREGON BILL. ment, but it isa power subject tolimitation. It is | two great parties are divided upon cardinal ques- 
re The Senate then proceeded to the consideration || not derived from any express grant, and must be | tions, a demagogue, mounted on the hobby of free 
r- of the bill to establish a Territorial Government in || exercised in reference to the common rights of the | soil, rides in among.us, and distracts both parties. 
Oregon, the question being on the amendment sub- || people of the Territory. Derived from the Con- | He appealed to the Democratic party to stand by 
y- mitted by Mr. Davis, of Mississippi. | stitution, and not by specified grant fora particular | its principles laid down in the Convention at Bal- 
t. Mr. BERRIEN said he had ever carefully ab- || purpose, it must be limited. He referred to the || timore, which maintained the impropriety of med- 
on stained from this discussion. He had opposed || rule laid down by Vattel as to the rights of corpo- | dling with the question of slavery in the new Ter- 
r 


1848. 


wards reaffirmed in its principle by a vote of two- \| 
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subject before Congress. He had ever been anxious 
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every accession of territory which could bring the |) rations, for the purpose of showing that the same |; ritories. He was ready to give in his adhesion to 
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this, however he might differ with Senators on the 
other side, on any other question. 

He concluded with some further remarks on the 
course taken by the opponents of slavery in the 
free States, and the rigid manner in which they 
persecuted the slaveholder when he brought his 
property with him into those States, and appealed 
io Senators from the free States to say if they be- 
lieved, had such a spirit exhibited itself previous 
to the adoption of the ¢ ‘onstitution, that this Union 
would ever have been consummated. 

Mr. PHELPS moved that the bill be informally 
passed by until to-morrow. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD (the motion being for a 
moment withdrawn) desired to read an amendment 
which he propose d to submit. The amendment 
of the Senator from Indiana would, in his opinion, 
lead to some difficulties. He desired to meet the 
question so plainly and so boldly that there can 
hereafter be no difficulty whenever any emigrants 
carry their property into any of our Territories. 

Mr. Baicur’s proposed amendment is as fol- 
lows: 


Sec Ind be it further enacted, That in all the territory 
owned by the United States, including Oregon, New Mexico, 
and Upper Caliternia, which lies north of thirty-six degrees 
and thirty minutes north latitude, slavery and involuntary 
servitude, otherwise than in the punishment of crimes, 
whereof the parties shall have been duly convicted, shall 
be, and is hereby, torever prohibited: Provided, always, That 
any person escaping into the same from whom labor or ser- 
view is lawfully claimed in any Scute or Territory of the 
United States, such fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed and 
conveyed to the person claiming his or her labor or service 
ax aforesnid 

Mr. Unnerwoopn proposes to add the following: 
Provided, further, That citizens of the United States emi- 
rating, with their slaves, into any of the Territories of the 
Taited States south of said parallel of latitude, shall be pro- 
tected in their property in their slaves so long as the Terri 
tory to which they emigrate continues under a territorial 
government 

The amendment was ordered to be printed, and 
then the further consideration of the subject was 
postponed until to-morrow, when Mr. Puerps 
will occupy the floor. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

The bill making appropriations for fortifications 
for the year ending on the 30th June, 1849, was 
taken up and amended, so as to insert an item of 
€50,000 for the fortification at Fort Delaware, on 
the Pea Patch Island. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, was about to 
offer an amendment; when— 

Mr. BENTON moved that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of Executive business; and, 
afier some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
‘Tuurspay, June 29, 1848. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
~ Mr. HAMMONS rose (he said) to a privileged 
question. He moved to reconsider the vote by 
which was passed yesterday the resolution direct- 
ing the Clerk of the House to pay to the adminis- 
trator of Colonel Yell any money found to be due 
him for pay or mileage as a member of the twenty- 
ninth Congress. 

Mr. H. understood the facts to be these—if he 
was wrong, the gentleman from Arkansas, [Mr. 
Jounson,] who had introduced the resolution, could 
correct him:—that Colonel Yell was a member of 
the twenty-ninth Congress; that he served during 
the first session of that Congress, and received his 
mileage and per diem; that he never took his seat 
at the second session of that Congress; that he never 
travelled one mile, or attended one day of that ses- 
sion; that this resolution contemplated to pay to 
his family constructive mileage from here and con- 


structive per diem for the session which he did not | 


attend. If these were the facts, it would appear 
to him that the claim was not just. For the pur- 
pose of ascertaining how the facts might be, he 
moved the reconsideration. 

Mr. WENTWORTH was next recognized, and 
yielded the floor for a moment to— 
' Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, who wished 
to know whether the resolution contemplated pay- 
ing Colonel Yell from the time he left here to the 
end of the long session, and there stop, or whether 
it proposed paying him per diem and mileage for 
the ensuing session? Colonel Baker, and the others 
who had left this House, as Colonel Yell did, had 


received pay from the time they left to the end of | 


, when it was found that Colonel Baker, of Illinois, 


the session. Colonel Yell was the only man who || zen of Arkansas at least must turn with y 
did not draw his pay. He supposed this resolu- || and affection, should receive the same t 


tion was intended to place this claim on an equa! 
footing with the others; and, if so, he did not ob- 
ject to it. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said, considering the cir- 
cumstances of Colonel Yell’s death, and consider- 
ing that the other colonels had come here and got 
their mileage and per diem, he should be extremely 
mortified to see anything of this kind appear on 
the Journal of the Houle. He hoped the gentle- 
man from Maine would withdraw the motion to 
reconsider, or he (Mr. W.) should move to lay it 
on the table. He believed it would be an act of 
gross injustice to try to deprive the family of a 
man who had died under such circumstances of 
the mileage and per diem which others had re- 
ceived who had no more right to them. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, would make a 
statement in regard to this matter, as it was desired 
by gentlemen. He knew, from the name of the 
individual concerned, that it would attract the at- 
tention of this House and its fair and generous | 
consideration. Governor Yell was a member of 
the twenty-ninth Congress—that we all knew; 
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: hing that 
gentlemen were constantly receiving. He did not 


believe that the House ought to permit the discus 
sion ofa thing so plain. If the ae on 
counts found nothing due to Colonel Yell for his 
services, the¥ would of course refuse to audit the 
account. 

Mr. HAMMONS explained that his objec: in 


moving a reconsideration was, that when recon. 


sidered the subject might be referred to the Com. 


he came here at the commencement of the session; | 


he left at the commencement of the war, and drew | 
his pay up to the time. He went to the war asa 
volunteer of the State of Arkansas, in the ranks as 
a private; he marched one hundred and forty miles | 
in the ranks to the place of rendezvous, where he | 
was elected, under the militia laws of the State of 
Arkansas, colonel of the regiment. He was com- 
missioned by the Governor, went to the war, and | 


' served up to the 22d or 23d day of February, when | 


he was killed at the head of his regiment at the 
battle of Buena Vista. None who knew him here 
or elsewhere ever knew in this country, or any 
other, a more perfect gentleman, a more gallant 
man, or one more devoted to the interest and wel- 
fare of his country. So much here; and in the 
course of the time he was there, he met with such 
injustice and unkindness that he would dislike to 
make any allusion to them here, and which he 
should regret most exceedingly to see carried out 
here towards his family. Governor Yell left be- 
hind him, without father or mother, a number of 
children; the estate was greatly embarrassed, and 
was likely to be sold, and not one cent left to take 
care of them. ‘To whatever he was entitled from 
this Congress, whether constructively or for actual 
service, he could not believe there was a man | 
within the sound of his voice who would be so | 
ungenerous, 80 wanting in self-respect, as to think 
of refusing it, and of coming here ‘to talk on this 
question about a pitiful matter of dollars and cents. 
W hat was the resolution ? 
Clerk of the House be instructed to examine into 
the accounts of Colonel Yell, a member of the 29th 
Congress, and that the amount which was ascer- 
tained to be due to him should be paid over to his 
administrators. Now, before it could be paid, the 
account must necessarily go to the Committee on 
Accounts and be Samia: and not one cent could 
be paid without their authority. But there were 
spirits just low enough to approach and oppose 
any subject presented, if it was to pay any money. 
If any gentleman had asked him what was the 
nature and character of this claim, he would have 
answered him with pleasure. Gentlemen knew 
that members of Congress received their pay, and 
were entitled to receive their pay, if they had their 
certificate of election, even though they were un- 
able to come here at all. Colonel Yell drew his | 
pay up to the time he left, and no further. Now, 


came on here at the 2d session of the 29th Con- 
gress, and drew the whole of his per diem and his 
mileage up to that time, could objection be made 
to paying the family of Colonel Yell in the same 
manner? He did not object to Colonel Baker re- 
ceiving his pay at all; he had gone from this Hal! | 
to serve his country in another capacity under the 
militia laws of his own State. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, understood 
this resolution merely to refer the question to the 
Clerk to determine what was due to Colonel Yell. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, repeated that | 
members came here at the beginning of the session 
and were gone months at a time, and no question 
was raised of their right'to their per diem during | 


It provided that the i 


mittee on Accounts, and whatever might be found 
due to Colonel Yell, he should make no Objection 
to paying. ’ 

Mr. STARK WEATHER was about to make 
a suggestion to the gentleman from Arkansas 
which he thought would obviate the whole dig. 
culty. It had been supposed by the gentleman 
from Maine [Mr. Hammons] that this resolution 
did not refer the subject to any committee, [He 
apprehended if it did, it would be satisfactory 4 
the gentleman from Maine, as well as the gentleman 
from Arkansas, and the whole House. The facts 
as he understood them, were these: that Colone| 
Yell was a member of the 29th Congress; that hye 
served the first session; that he was not here the 


ry to 


| second session, and that his successor took his seat 


on the 7th February. This resolution contem. 
plated the payment of his per diem up to the 7th 
of February, and his travel fees from Arkansas 
here. Now, if this resolution went to a commit 


| tee, and that committee ascertained that there was 


no law allowing that mileage and travel, it would 
then be their duty—he should consider it his duty 
as a member of the Committee on Accounts—to 


| report the facts, and when the House were in pés- 


session of all the facts, it could judge for itself of 


the whole subject-matter. 
Mr. McK AY said that the resolution on its face 


simply provided that the Clerk pay to the legal 


_ body would object to that. 


representatives of Colonel Yell the per diem and 
mileage to which he was entitled. Of course no- 
But he had under. 
stood, informally, from the gentleman that the 
purpose was to go further. Colonel Yell had re- 
ceived pay, as he (Mr. McK.) understood, up to 


| the time when he left the service of the House and 


joined the volunteers in the military service, in 


| which he continued until he was killed at the battle 


of Buena Vista. Now, what the gentleman pro- 


', posed by his resolution was, that the Clerk pay 


the legal representatives of Colonel Yell for con- 
structive mileage and per diem up to the time of 


_ the election of his successor. He wished to know 
' from the gentleman if that was the fact? 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, with reference to 
the suggestion of Mr. StaRK WEATHER that it would 


_ be generally satisfactory to the House to refer this 
| resolution to the Committee on Accounts, repeated 
| that of its own force and effect it would refer the 


subject to them before the accounts could be au- 


dited. 


As to the inquiry of Mr. McKay, with reference 
to the amount of this claim, he replied that he 
claimed for Colonel Yell’s legal representatives all 
that was due to him under the law of the land, if 
it was to come up to the hour of his death. But, 


as this House was the judge of the elections of its 
/ own members, it had concluded to oust Col. Yell 


when it admitted Colonel Newton, not that he was 
dissatisfied with the admission of Colonel Newton 
at the last session of Congress, although he knew 
it virtually superseded Colonel Yell, and conse- 

uently deprived him of the right to draw any per 
lien rom the time he ceased to be a member of 


' the House. Now, he asserted that Col. Yell never 


‘had resigned his seat; that the proclamation for 


the election was issued and the election took place 
without his resignation having been made, and it 
never had been made to this day. The conse- 
quence was, that the man could not be deprived of 
his seat here except by the direct action of this 
House. He (Mr. J.) claimed, under these cir 


cumstances, that Colonel Yell was entitled to his 


| this and the whole matter. 


pay up to the very last moment that he was con- 
sidered a member of this House; up to the time 
the Governor issued his proclamation for an elec- 
tion. It would be with the committee to examine 
He believed it was 
justly due, and he had not only discharged his 
duty, but acted out the feelings of his heart in pre- 


the whole time. He only asked that the same || senting this claim, which he could not doubt would 
course be taken now; he asked that the children || receive the prompt .and favorable action of the 
of that man, towards whom the heart of every citi- || House. 
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